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BLAIR’S BRITAIN 


Brown steals cash 
back from the poor 


ONE MILLION of Britain’s poorest 
families are to lose money the 
government says they are entitled 
to. 

The government could snatch 
back up to half a billion pounds it 
had pledged would go to the poor. 

Chancellor Gordon Brown 
promised his new tax credit system 
would lift millions of people with 
children out of poverty. 

Computer botch-ups anda 
massively complex system mean 
that huge numbers of people 
missed the deadline to claim on 
Tuesday. 

And as people desperately 
scrambled to meet the deadline 
they found phone lines jammed. 

Around half a billion pounds in 
unclaimed tax credits will revert 
back to the Treasury’s coffers asa 
result of the chaos. 


Global wealth gap 
gets even bigger 


ALMOST HALF the world’s 
population, around 3 billion 
people, live on $2 a day or below. 

And the gap between rich and 
poor is getting wider, after already 
having doubled in the last 40 years. 

These are the findings of an 
International Labour Organisation 
report, released last Sunday. 

The report says, “The gap 
between the world’s poorest 20 
percent and the richest 20 percent 
has more than doubled between 
1960 and 1999.” 


The real cost of 
going private 


WHO SAID private companies 
could run schools more efficiently? 

No one in Southwark is saying it 
now, after the council has been 
forced to pay £1.5 million to cover 
a contract that went disastrously 
wrong. 

Atkins Education decided to 
withdraw three years early froma 
£100 million contract to raise 
educational standards. 

Most of the cost of the contract is 
lawyers’ fees. The contract was 
negotiated by the government, who 
will pay £500,000, leaving the 
council to cough up the rest from its 
overstretched education budget. 

Atkins’s parent company is 
Jarvis, the engineering company 
at the centre of the Potters Bar 
train crash. 


Report’s verdict 
on tube crash 


THE CHANCERY Lane tube crash 
last January was caused by 
management cock-ups and 
technical failures, an official report 
revealed last week. 

London Underground’s official 
inquiry found that a loose gearbox 
caused vibrations that derailed the 
train, injuring 30 people and 
putting the Central Line out of 
action for weeks. 

Problems reported days before 
the accident and again on the 
morning of the accident were not 
acted on. 
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power 


behind the lies 


LEAVE ASIDE all the technicalities, 
exactly who said what and who knew 
what. 

The message that should have come out 
in this week’s report from a Commons 
committee was that the war was for oil and 
US power and it was launched by lies. 

It is a lie that Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction that could be ready in 
45 minutes. 

It is a lie that Iraq had tried to buy ura- 
nium from Niger. 

It is a lie that Iraq had rebuilt factories 
capable of producing biological weapons. 

The greatest myth is that right up to the 
start of the war Bush and Blair were open 
to a peaceful settlement. 

Clare Short says that Bush and Blair 
agreed to go to war against Iraq last Sep- 
tember. But the basic plan was in place for 
years. 

In 1998, 18 prominent conservatives 
wrote a letter to President Clinton urging 
him to “aim at the removal of Saddam 
Hussein’s regime from power”. 


US determined to use force 


Most of the signatories are now in the 
Bush administration, including Donald 
Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz, Richard Perle, 
Elliott Abrams, Richard Armitage, John 
Bolton, Paula Dobriansky and Zalmay 
Khalilzad. 

Many had come together in a group 
called the Project for the New American 
Century. 

They seized enthusiastically upon the 


deaths on 11 September 2001 as a chance 
to launch a war—whoever was responsi- 
ble for the attacks and even though they 
had nothing to do with Iraq. 

Blair went along with that project, play- 
ing the crucial role of Bush’s loyal ally 
while 90 percent of the world was against 
him. 

These are the real issues that nobody 
should forget. 
®@The latest opinion poll shows that less 
than half of people now agree that “taking 
military action against Iraq was right”. 
®George Galloway’s suspension from the 
Labour Party was upheld by a subcommit- 
tee of its National Executive Committee this 
week. 

The vote was six to four, and delegates 
from the Amicus and GPMU unions voted 
in favour, upholding the suspension of the 
anti-war MP. 

George Galloway now faces a kangaroo 
court procedure originally set up by former 
Labour leader Neil Kinnock to expel so- 
cialists and left wingers from the party. 


The BBC was biased— FOR Blair’s war 


TONY BLAIR and Alastair 
Campbell are furious because 
the BBC is not biased enough 
in their favour. 

Yet a study released last 
week showed that the BBC 
was the most “pro-war” of all 
the broadcasters, deserving its 
nickname then as the Blair 
Broadcasting Corporation. 

The BBC was even more 
pro-war than Rupert 
Murdoch’s Sky News. 


The study looked at peak 
time news broadcasts during 
the war. 

It found that the BBC 
relied more than any other 
station on government and 
military sources for its 
stories. 

Academics at Cardiff 
University conducted the 
study that found that the BBC 
placed least emphasis on Iraqi 
casualties. 


Who pays for the lies? 


THE ARGUMENTS about 
the war this week have been 
presented by much of the 
media as a debate about 
parliamentary protocol. 

But these decisions 
mattered because they 
resulted in thousands of 
deaths in Iraq. 

Bush and Blair’s lies 
meant Kadem Hashem lost 
12 members of his family 
when US bombs slammed 
into his house. 


British and US occupation 
has brought division and 
death, not democracy, to 
Iraq. 

Children are dying in 
Iraqi hospitals because their 
treatment has been cut off. 

A doctor told the 
Observer this week, “Many 
people will die. We do not 
have the proper drugs, nor 
do we have the electricity, 
water, sanitation, or oxygen 
supply.” 


Just 23 percent of the BBC 
stories about Iraq featured 
casualties whereas 40 percent 
of Channel 4 news stories 
referred to them. 

The report also found that 
the BBC was the least likely to 
report the unhappiness of Iraqi 
people over the US and British 
invasion. 

The BBC was also less 
likely than Sky, ITV and 
Channel 4 to quote 


independent sources on what 
was happening, such as the 
Red Cross. 

Deputy head of the 
journalism school at Cardiff, 
Justin Lewis, told the 
Guardian: 

“Far from revealing an anti- 
war BBC, our findings tend to 
give credence to those who 
criticised the BBC for being 
too sympathetic to the 
government’s pro-war stance.” 


Socialist Review 


PA\(cMVVey Vee naka 
Orwellian nightmare? 


Orwell centenary special 


Orwell in Spain 


Paul Foot on Orwell's politics 
PLUS interview with Robert Fisk 


Don'tlet Bush 
execute them 


FEROZ Abbasi and Moazzam Begg 
face being murdered on the orders of 
George W Bush. 

These two young men have been held 
for months without trial at the notorious 
US prison camp at Guantanamo Bay. 

Both are British citizens. Feroz 
Abbasi comes from Croydon and 
Moazzam Begg from Birmingham. 

They have been brutally interrogated 
by US secret agents. They have never 
been allowed to see a defence lawyer. 

Now they, and four other men, are to 
be put on trial for their lives before aUS 
military tribunal. 

The trial will take place behind closed 
doors. The men will be represented by 
US military officials. 

Even pro-war politicians in Britain are 
fearful that such a blatant breach of 


Feroz Abbasi 


human rights laws will further undermine 
support for Bush’s war. 

Foreign office minister Lady Symons 
said there would be “very vigorous 
discussions” with the US about securing 
a fair trial. 

Feroz Abbasi is just 23 years old. 
Moazzam Begg is 35 and has four young 
children. His father, Azmat, says his son 
is a “proper family man”, who “was never 
involved in Al Qaida”. 

“All that we ask for is proper justice 
and human rights.” 

The two men have been subjected to 
secret interrogations in Guantanamo 
Bay, where they are outside the 
protection of legislation that applies on 
the US mainland. 

The Pentagon claim the men may 
have links to Al Qaida. But British 
government officials have admitted that 


Moazzam Begg 


any information obtained in the prison 
camp would be inadmissible in UK 
courts because no defence lawyers 
were present. 

@lt’s not just in Guantanamo Bay that 
US interrogation methods are arousing 
the anger of human rights groups. 

Amnesty International is raising 
serious concerns about US army 
treatment of the hundreds of lraqis they 
have picked up and interned. 

There are reports of prisoners being 
kept handcuffed, blindfolded, naked, 
deprived of sleep and forced to listen to 
loud US rock music. 
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Chief plunderer goes 


to poorest continent 


Guest editorial by 
MANI TANOH 
a socialist in Ghana 


“GEORGE BUSH is com- 
ing to South Africa with his 
hands dripping with the 
fresh blood of Iraqi people. 

“W hen they roll out the red 
carpet for him, it will be to hide 
the bloodstains.” 

That's how Trevor N gwane, 
the leading South African anti- 
privatisation activist, summed up 
what Bush’s tour of Africa means. 

The top representative of cap- 
italism and militarism is setting 
foot on the continent that has 
been most devastated by both. 

The neo-liberal era of the last 
quarter of acentury has seen life 
thrown backwards for most 
people in Africa. 

Life expectancy now stands at 
49 years in sub-Saharan Africa. 
One in three of the population 
do not have enough food. One 
in ten are living with HIV or 
AIDS. 

Like Tony Blair, Bush is using the 
Suffering in Africa to masquerade as 
aman with a conscience. 

But his visit is about strength- 
ening the US military and eco- 
nomic presence. 


Imperialist goals 

THE US has already contributed to 
the spread of war in Liberia and 
West Africa. It gave the state of 
Guinea, which borders Liberia, a 
bribe of military aid when it 
wanted its vote for the Iraq war in 
the Security Council. 

Bush wants a series of alliances 
with a number of African states, 
where their leaders will accept US 
imperialist goals in return for a 
very junior place in the system. 


In Zambia people are facing the brunt of Bush’s neo-liberal assault. Life expectancy has plummeted to 33, and income 
per head had slumped 60 percent since 1975 


The extra AIDS funding Bush 
is offering is largely money already 
promised. It is tied to the in- 
volvement of US pharmaceutical 
companies. 

It means accepting their stran- 
glehold on the fruits of research in 
return for a limited exemption 
from the rules on copying drugs. 


END THE 


OCCUPATION 


OF IRAQ 


NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION 


Saturday 27 September 12 noon, central London 


PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY 


Saturday 30 August, London 


Stop the War Coalition 


020 7053 2153/4/5/6 www.stopwarorg.uk 


That exemption can be with- 
drawn by the companies at any 
moment. It is a lever against every 
government in the region. 

He's also linking the package to 
the spread of genetically modified 
organisms, which will make farm- 
ers even more dependent on the 
multinationals. 


Assau 


THE BLAIR government lurched 
towards further confrontation 
with its own supporters over the 
health service this week. 

A bill which includes plans for 
foundation hospitals had its third 
reading in the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday. 

The widespread opposition 
of Labour backbenchers has 
forced health secretary John 
Reid to bir roeeiile oe 
c to the proposals. 

"Reeinow says foundation hos- 
pitals must reflect the areas they 
serve 


This is supposed to reassure 
critics that certain groups, like 
anti-abortionists, will not grab 
control of hospitals. 


Picture: Morris Carpenter/ Panos Pictures 


Bush is pushing these agree- 
ments one to one with various 
African governments rather than 
going through the World Trade 
Organisation (W TO). 

Individual states are even 
weaker face to face with the US 
than they are at the undemocra- 
ticWTO. 


A government office also 
announced last week that foun- 
dation hospitals would have 
“little scope” to decide their 
strategies independently of the 
government 


Whether this was enough to 
head off a backbench revolt was 
not clear when Socialist Worker 
went to 

These cosmetic changes 
come nowhere near addressing 
the real problems with founda- 
tion hospitals— privatisation and 
a two-tier health service. 

New research released last 
week should have been enough 
to get the most lily-livered 
Labour MP to rebel. 

The Public Health Policy Unit 


The most sickening hypocrisy 
is the move to use the tragedy of 
Liberia to extend the presence of 
the US military. 

Bush only got interested when 
the French did and started back- 
ing a faction in Liberia. The US 
supports another faction. 

We are seeing echoes of the 
kind of games between the impe- 
rialist powers that carved up 
Africa in the 19th century. 

Liberia for many years was run 
as virtually a company state by the 
US corporation Firestone. It got a 
concession to run the rubber plan- 
tations, Liberia’s main export, for 
99 years in 1926. 

US marines have repeatedly in- 
tervened to “defend democracy”, 
which means to defend Firestone. 

Liberia took the International 
Monetary Fund's medicine of pri- 
vatisation in the 1980s. 


Military capitalism 

THE RESULT has been economic 
collapse and rival groups using 
brute military force to grab wealth. 
It is military capitalism— a micro- 
version of what Bush is practising 
ona world scale. 

Some African leaders will shake 
hands with Bush. They have long 
since made their peace with the 
world system. 

W orkers and the poor feel very 
different. Protests were planned in 
every country Bush was due to visit. 

We knew our rulers would 
turn their police and troops on 
us. But there is a new feeling of re- 
sistance. It is growing and be- 
coming more coordinated. 

It is part of the international 
movement against war and capi- 
talism. It knows we have to con- 
front our own corrupt rulers. 

And it knows our allies in the 
W est are among the workers and 
the poor not the warmongers in 
W ashington and London. 


t on foundations of NHS 


at University College London 
warned how foundation hospi- 
tals would become businesses 
with no public safeguards. 

It said the proposals would 
mean greater inequality in 
access to healthcare. 

This would be tied to “the 
reaper lb Pay, ate where i 

quality of provision wi 
depend on the wealth and re- 
sources of local communities”. 

Dr Peter Fisher, chair of the 
NHS Consultants’ Association, 
warned that under New 
Labour’s plans, “The NHS 
would bear a disturbing re- 
semblance to the other former 
public enterprises now in pri- 
vate hands.” 
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IN THE FRAME 


No. 18 
RANDALL TOBIAS 


THE MAN George 
Bush has appointed 
to head the US’s 
Ce] fo) oF-1-NPLom ote) [fea 
Tobias is the 
former chairman and 
chief executive of Eli 
Lilly & Co, one of the 
big pharmaceutical 
companies. He is a 
Telaliiterclals 
contributor to Bush’s 
Republican Party. 
Bush has blocked 
Third World 
countries’ access to 
AIDS drugs to 
protect the profits of 
Ltatem o)at-lauit-(e-10l t(er-l| 
companies. 


What I didn’t 
do on holiday 


SOME PARENTS end 
up having to invent 
things they have done 
over the summer break. 
This is so their children 
will have something to 
write about in the 
traditional school essay 
about what they did 
during their holidays. 

A new report from 
children’s charity 
Barnardo’s says parents 
struggle because of a loss 
of free school meals 
during the holiday period 
and the need to save up 
for next term’s school 
uniform. 


Life sentence 
for spitting 


JOHN CARL Marquez 
was arrested in the US 
state of Oklahoma for a 
crime that carried a 
possible year in prison 
and a £2,000 fine. 
Then he spat in an 
arresting officer’s face 
and was charged with 
“placing bodily fluid 
upon a government 
employee”. He has now 
been given the 
maximum sentence for 
that crime—life 
imprisonment. 


Reconstruction 
needed at home 


US GOVERNORS warn 
that state budget deficits 
are the biggest for over 
50 years. 

Some US states have 
taken to drastic cost- 
cutting measures like 
unscrewing every third 
light bulb in public 
buildings, getting 
teachers to double as 
caretakers, and raising 
tuition fees. 

An elected official of 
East Cleveland has called 
on George Bush to wage 
war on the area, as in 
Iraq, so that its roads, 
schools and crumbling 
infrastructure could then 
be rebuilt. 


Asylum Sealers err 
Queen's birds for barbecues 


Yet more plucking 
lies from the Sun 


THE SUN claimed an “ex- 
clusive” last Friday when it 
exposed that “callous asy- 
lum seekers are barbecu- 
ing the queen’s swans”. 

The paper’s front page 
ranted, “East European poach- 
ers lure the protected royal 
birds into traps, an official Met- 
ropolitan Police report says.” 

Its reporter Mike Sullivan 
went on: “Police swooped on 
a group of East Europeans and 
caught them red handed about 
to cook a pair of royal swans 
in a park in Beckton, east 
London.” 

The Sun claimed that “hun- 
dreds of the graceful creatures 


have been killed.” 

Under the headline “Love 
Birds Die Crying” the Sun 
added, “Swans mate for life 
and mourn their partner when 
it dies, like a human.” 

A “police source” was 
quoted in the paper saying, “It’s 
tragic that people from abroad 
don’t respect our traditions.” 

What is really tragic is that 
the Sun has no respect for the 
truth when it comes to asylum 
seekers. 

In just 24 hours the Sun “ex- 
clusive” was exposed as lies. 

On Saturday it was revealed 
that there was no “police 
swoop” and no “Metropolitan 


Police report” about asylum 
seekers eating royal birds. 

The Independent quoted 
Scotland Yard’s response to 
the Sun “exclusive’”—*“There 
is no police report.” 

The police said there had 
been a decline in the swan pop- 
ulation and went on: “There 
appears to be a perception that 
this is attributable to Eastern 
Europeans. We stress we have 
no evidence of this.” 

A police spokesperson 
added that, despite considerable 
efforts, they could not back up 
claims that asylum seekers had 
been caught in east London 
barbecuing ducks or swans. 


Longstanding president 


DEMOCRACY MARCHES on 
in Central Asia, now home 
to allies of George Bush who 
have generously provided 
the US with a string of mili- 
tary bases. 

Nursultan Nazarbayev 
has announced he intends to 
stay on as president of Kaz- 
akhstan in 2006, when he 
was due to step down. 

Nazarbayev was a ruling 
state bureaucrat and a 


FIGURE IT OUT 


The number of 
millions of pounds the 
privatised air traffic 
control company, 
Nats, lost last year. 
Flight delays jumped 
nearly 60 percent. 
Three executives are 
getting bonuses 
totalling £140,000. 


member of the Politburo 
when Kazakhstan was part of 
the Soviet Union. 

He stayed on as president 
when the Russian empire col- 
lapsed in 1991. He has since 
steered the country towards 
the US and Western oil and 
minerals companies. 

The last election, in 1999, 
fell “far short of the stan- 
dards” expected, according 
to the Organisation for 


Hitting its 
THE US wants exemption 
from the International 
Criminal Court. It has insisted 
that states signing up to the 
body also sign a waiver of 
immunity for US forces. 

The US suspended 
military assistance to nearly 
50 states that hadn’t signed 


Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

Nazarbayev disqualified 
his main opponent on the eve 
of the poll. 

A journalist, Sergei Du- 
vanov, who dared to criticise 
Nazarbayev publicly was 
jailed five months ago on 
trumped-up charges. 

The US is looking to 
expand its military presence 
in Kazakhstan. 


friends 


the waivers last week. 

These include Colombia, 
which is cooperating with 
Bush in a war against left 
wing guerrillas in the country. 

The US Congress 
granted immunity to US 
forces. The US has forces in 
140 countries. 


Prison ‘on the moon’ 


A SECRET detention centre 
which violates international 
law is being used by the 
Israeli secret service to 
imprison and torture 
Palestinians. 

The centre is run by Shin 
Bet. They refuse to say 


exactly where it is. If prisoners 
ask where they are the 
guards tell them, “On the 
moon.” 

The cells are painted black 
and only a small amount of 
light filters through. Prisoners 
are kept in isolation. 


WHO SAYS? 


“God told me to 
strike at Al 
Qaida and I 
struck them. And 
then he 
instructed me to 
strike Saddam, 
which I did. And 
now lam 
determined to 
solve the 
problem in the 


Middle East.” 
GEORGE BUSH 

to Palestinian prime 
minister Mahmoud 

Abbas 


“If you tell 
people you are 
going to war 
because there is 
an imminent 
threat to national 
security, and 
then in the 
aftermath 
nothing is found, 
it opens up a 
credibility gap.” 
DAME PAULINE 
NEVILLE-JONES 

former head of the Joint 
Intelligence Committee 


“I have little 
choice but to 
conclude that 
some of the 
intelligence 
related to Iraq’s 
nuclear weapons 
programme was 
twisted to 
exaggerate the 
Iraqi threat.” 
JOSEPH WILSON 
former US ambassador 
hired by the CIA to 
investigate claims that 


Saddam got uranium 
from Niger 


“Every child 
knows when you 
play hide and 
seek that it may 
take minutes to 
hide something, 
but it can take 


hours to find it.” 
GEOFF HOON 
defence secretary 


“Most soldiers 
would empty 
their bank 
accounts just for 
a plane ticket 
back.” 

SOLDIER 


on the low morale of 
troops stationed in Iraq 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
(ateyaldal\acclni(sm(elar-elee).e 

The winner of last 
month’s raffle was Steve 
Lax from Lancashire. 
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‘So many people 
to discuss with’ 


GRAHAM, A striking 
electrician from Manchester, 
said, “I was invited here by 
Socialist Worker supporters 
who came down to our picket 
line. 

“lam more than grateful | 
came. Itis asteep learning 
curve for me. |amagood 
socialist at home with what | 
do in the union, but the 
meetings here give youa 
different slant on things. 

“| liked George Galloway 
because he doesn't pull his 
punches, and the meeting on 
the unions’ political fund was 
important. 

“We have had a great 
response from people here, 


Striking electricians 


donating money and finding 
out about our strike. For the 
first two weeks on strike you 
just hang about, but then you 
realise you have to get 
organised, and Marxism has 
helped that. 

“We are going to send the 
organisers a thank you letter 
for all the support we have 
got here.” 


‘Itwas so easy 


to contribute’ 


KAYLEE WALKER, a13 
year old school student from 
Sheffield, said, “Marxismis a 
really good experience. | 
have been to meetings, 
enjoyed the speakers and 
felt able to contribute. 

“| have been to meetings 
on things like racism and the 
end of empire. The speakers 
put things across really well, 
and these are such important 
issues. 

“And last night | went to 
one on jazz, which was about 
where music comes from. 
There are so many things | 
didn’t know, and now | want 
to find out more about them.” 

Syed Bakhari from west 
London told Socialist 
Worker, “Marxism is brilliant 
and informative. 

It is only the third day and | 
feel | have learnt so much 
already. 

“The atmosphere here is 
brilliant. It makes you so 
confident. | have felt able to 


Syed Bakhari 


make acontribution in the 
school students’ course 
which | have been following.” 

Bernard Polley, a printer, 
added, “I am here on the anti- 
war ticket and this is a superb 
event. | want to have lots of 
bodies so |can be in all the 
meetings at the time. 

“| went to Pat Stack’s 
meeting on Ireland. |am 
half-lrish, and it was 
really, really good. 

“This eventis a superb 
education. | buy Socialist 
Worker every week and it is 
full of information, and this 
event just adds to it. lam 
thinking of joining the 
Socialist Workers Party.” 


‘It felt friendly 
and collective’ 


HAWWA IS astudent at 
Leyton Sixth Form College, 
where she led a walkout 
against the war. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“At Marxism there is a 
chance for people to 
challenge the speakers and 
put their own point of view. 
No one knows each other but 
the atmosphere is really 
collective and friendly. 

“| loved Tony Benn—he 
really knows his stuff. And | 
went to some meetings on 
violence and social 
change—it was so good to 
see young people getting up 
to speak. 

“And the meetings on 
crime and guns were spot 
on. Again, it was nice to see 
so many black people 
speaking out.” 

David Norman, a student 
from south London, said, “I 
went to a meeting on racism 
and fascism which was really 
good. | always had a lot of 


Hawwa 


time for the Anti Nazi League 
and | have gone with them 
leafleting. 

“The speaker was talking 
about making sure all the 
anti-racist groups stuck 
together—it doesn’t matter 
what banner we fight under 
as long as we getrid of the 
BNP. People were talking 
about fighting together rather 
than fighting each other. 

“Growing up ina society 
where sometimes you have 
to suppress these ideas it’s 
great to come here, where 
you can talk about exactly 
what you believe in. 

“Marxism is avery 
empowering event.” 


BROADER, YOUNGER &e MORE POLITICAL THAN EVER 


HE SPIRIT of the interna- 

tional movement against 

war and capitalism surged 

through the Marxism 

2003 event in London last 
week.There were thousands of 
trade unionists and activists present 
from all over Britain, and hundreds 
from other parts of the world. 

There were many more young 
people present than at previous 
Marxisms. This reflected the vital 
role students and school students 
have played in the last year. 

The size of the event, compara- 
ble with anything in the past, is re- 
markable, as it had to be built in 
only a few weeks because of the ne- 
cessity of concentrating on anti-war 
and other mobilisations. 

The opening rally of Marxism 
brought together some leading fig- 
ures in the anti-capitalist movement 
from Africa, India, the Middle East 
and Europe. 

Over 1,000 people crammed into 
Friends Meeting House to take part 
in the rally. 

Their exuberant anti-capitalist 
chants and singing of revolution- 
ary songs raised the roof before the 
speakers even began their passion- 
ate indictment of capitalism and 
war. 

Ashraf El-Bayoumi was im- 
prisoned by the Egyptian state for 
his part in the anti-war movement. 
He told the rally, “The US admin- 
istration is not just exploiting 
people in Latin America and the 
Middle East. It is also exploiting 
people in the US. Look at the 
extent of racism, exploitation and 
homelessness. 

“T feel we know one another even 
though we have never met because 
our struggle is a common one.” 

Ashraf is urging everyone to 
send delegations to the second 
Cairo conference in October. 

Trevor Ngwane from South 
Africa told the rally, “The vibrancy 
here reminds me of the World 
Social Forums I have been able to 
attend.” 

Tommy Sheridan of the Scottish 
Socialist Party told the rally of their 
success in getting six MSPs elected. 

Meena Menon from Bombay 
said, “We need more mobilisations 
with a developing political edge— 
events like Marxism can help pro- 
vide that. 

“If we have the right political 
strategy, there is nothing on earth 
that can stop us.” 

Chris Bambery of the Socialist 
Workers Party said, “The millions 
who marched against war are the 
reason that everyone is now saying 
Blair is finished. 

“The question now is what the 
alternative is. There has to be some- 
thing better than Gordon Brown.” 

Fausto Bertinotti of Rifon- 
dazione Comunista in Italy added his 
vision for deepening and strengthen- 
ing the magnificent global anti-war 
movement. 

He said, “To be a leftist is to be 
an anti-capitalist, not just in word 


Contributing to one of the huge meetings (main picture), great interest in the B 


OY =A 


ookmarks shop (top right) and one of thousands of discussions (bottom right) 


This event shows 
what is possible 


Marxism 2003, held in London over the last week, was transformed by the 
movement which has transformed British politics during the last year 


Nine meetings at once, and all packed 


but in deed.” 

They all gave testimony to the 
new possibilities opening up for 
unity among those fighting back 
against capitalism across the 
world. 

The audience repeatedly erupted 
with cheers and applause. 

The sense of unity of purpose 
and boundless enthusiasm set the 
tone for the weekend of debates and 
discussions. 

Send your views on Marxism 
2003 to Letters, PO Box 82, E3 
3LH or e-mail us at letters@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 

Thanks to Jeff Brewster and Ray 
Smith for the pictures of the event. 


DISCUSSING THE WAY FORWARD 


A political 


need to construct an Benn to be deputy party 
alternative to Tony Blair leader to recapture the 

home for for the hundreds of party for the left. Look at 
thousands of anti-war Hain now.” 


movement 


emphasised the urgent 


activists who are looking 
for anew political home. 


that campaigned for Tony 


Nick Wrack, chair of the 
Socialist Alliance, said, “A 


THIS YEAR’S Marxism sur- 
passed everyone’s expectations in 
its size and atmosphere. 

Overflowing rallies heard from 
leading figures in the movement. 

Debates on imperialism and the 
Middle East were central to the 
event. 

Many people were inspired 
by a rousing anti-war rally in- 
troduced by Lindsey German, 
Andrew Murray and George 
Galloway. 

But there was a thirst for ideas 


on a whole range of diverse topics. 
Hundreds of people crammed into 
meetings on subjects like 
“Michelangelo and human liber- 
ation” and “John Coltrane: jazz, 
racism and resistance’. 

Others followed courses on sub- 
jects like Marxist economics and 
philosophy. 

In one single slot on Saturday 
morning a huge meeting of around 
1,000 heard Alex Callinicos speak 
on “The future of anti-capitalism”’. 

At the same time 250 heard 


Labour in the last 


Firefighter Linda Smith 
told the meeting, “2,000 
firefighters in Strathclyde 
were asked if they voted 


election—78 percent said 
yes. They were asked if 


Fausto Bertinotti speak on the 
class struggle in Italy today, 400 
heard a meeting on ancient Rome, 
380 listened to a meeting on 
Gramsci, 150 discussed why re- 
cessions happen, 100 came to 
“How British imperialism created 
Iraq’, and hundreds more went 
to meetings on “‘Is all scientific ad- 
vance progressive?’’, “Is human 
nature a barrier to socialism?” 
and Russia in 1917. 

In another sign of the level of 
commitment to new ideas, Book- 


still vote Labour. 


backs on all the good 
people who still look to 
Labour. 

“Labour’s failure to 
deliver has led to the 


“We are not turning our 


marks, the socialist bookshop, re- 
ported its highest ever sales at 
Marxism. 

These were boosted when 1,000 
people heard a fascinating and 
very funny talk by comedian and 
broadcaster Mark Steel talk on his 
new book, Vive La Revolution, 
about the French Revolution. 

The Waterstone’s bookshop 
near Marxism even tried to cash 
in by having a special display of 
left wing books under the banner 
“Offers for Marxism 2003”. 


around Socialist Worker. 
There is ahuge 
audience for the ideas put 
forward in Socialist 
Worker. 
Supporters must 
organise to reach and 


This theme was taken Labour Party member | they planned to vote biggest crisis of involve people in buying 
UPCOMING EVENTS up in the discussion. know told me about Labour in the next Labourism we have ever the paper, selling the paper 
GEORGE GALLOWAY and Paul Holborow argued, | Labour Party ward election—2 percent said seen. We wantto buildthe | and writing for the paper. 
End the occupation of Iraq: national demonstration John Rees introduced a “Tens of thousands are meetings called to yes.” broadest possible Throughout the 
Saturday 27 September, 12 noon, London key debate on the demanding that we put reselect the local MP, Lindsey German alliances.” weekend of Marxism there 


Harriet Harman. 
“One voted to reselect 


forward a serious 
alternative. 


People’s Assembly 
Saturday 30 August, go to www.stopwar.org.uk 


prospects for the left. 
George Galloway 


stressed, “We areata 
historic turning point, 


Another important 
meeting was introduced 


was a feeling of a growing 
commitment to continue 


Cairo conference congratulated the “Tothose whothinkwe | herby three votes to two. which is also a great by Chris Harman, the the spirit of debate in 
Sunday 26 October, go to www.cairocampaign.com Marxism organisers for can reclaim Labour, | say The other was atie at two challenge to us. editor of Socialist Worker. | Marxist forums that the 
European Social Forum creating a “festival of two words—Peter Hain. votes each way. “There are thousands He stressed the Socialist Workers Party 
12-15 November, Paris, go to www.fse-esf.org comradeship”. “In 1980 Hain said he “This shows the partyis | "Ss who agree with almost importance of building organises across the 
World Social Forum Bothheand John Rees _ | could use the movement moribund.” “So much to choose from” everything we say butwill | networks of activists country. 


January, India 
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aay n 
eaders 


JY leat why CWU 
eader Billy Hayes said in 
ocialist Worker that the 
irefighters were not defeated. 
From day one our dispute 
as 100 percent solid and at no 
ime did that crack. Our union 
rganisation has stayed intact. 

But we are one of the 
rigades that believed it was 
lear we had to reject the final 
greement. 

Our reasons were that it 
idn’t achieve our aims and we 
ere unhappy with the lack of 

etail in the agreement. 

We believed this could 
pen the stable door for all of 
ur agreements to be put up 

or grabs. Any gains were 
utweighed by what we could 
ose. 

We made a choice to go into 

his battle, and despite the 
uffering, in London we were 
repared to take more strike 
ction. 

But our leadership lost 
eart and let us down. 

The fact is that when the 

eadership called off the 
trikes for more negotiations, 
he government interpreted 
his as a sign of weakness. 

Similarly it has interpreted 

he outcome as a defeat for us. 

An editorial in the Times 

ast week crowed that it 
hought it a good thing that the 
irefighters had been defeated. 

Already 4,000-6,000 

irefighters’ jobs look set to 
o, and that would bea 10 
ercent reduction in the 
umber of firefighters. Along 
ith that, Chief Fire Officers 
ill have the ability to 

emove pumps and close fire 

tations. Logically that means 
worse service. 

The employers’ 
modernisation” will not 
ompensate for these cuts. 

And the agreement could 
pen the door for New Labour 

o push through its reform and 
odernisation in other parts 
f the public sector. 
If London are proved 
rong to reject the agreement, 
will be prepared to eat 
umble pie, but that will mean 
e’ ll have better pay, better 
onditions and a better fire 
ervice. 
Linda Smith 
London Region FBU 


Politics at heart 
of Glastonbury 


| WENT to the Glastonbury 
festival for the first time this 
year. 

| watched the TV coverage 
on video afterwards and you 
wouldn’t have guessed that it 
was an exciting political event. 

There was a “Left Field” 
tent which was packed for 
debates, discussions and 
stalls. 

The biggest debate was on 
“Blood for oil”, with Tony 
Benn, Bianca Jagger, Ghada 
Radzuki from the Stop the 
War Coalition and myself. 

The Left Field, which held 
2,000 people, was absolutely 
jam-packed. There was a 
rapturous reception for Tony 
Benn when he came on the 
stage. 

And in the audience 
participation the vast majority 
of people were anti-war. 

| wore an “End the 
Occupation” T-shirt—loads of 


Shahid Malik (left) ) was abused by the Nazis after the peaceful Unity march 


Pictures: Ray Smith 


‘Respectable’ mask 
falls from Nazi thugs 


THE EVENTS that took place in 
Burnley after the recent Unity 
demonstration have revealed the true 
face of the Nazi BNP. 

The Nazis hated the fact that a 
demonstration by local trade unionists, 
politicians and anti-racist campaigners 
was being held in what they believe to 
be “their town”. 

Nazi thugs from across Britain 
descended on Burnley in an attempt to 
cause fear and provoke violence. 

Despite this the march passed off 
peacefully, even though demonstrators 
were extremely angry at the police. 

The police had imposed a route that 
took the march from a car park—out of 
sight from everyone—and then around 
the block and back to the same car park. 

The local media have totally 


misreported events. Despite the 
march’s peaceful nature, it reported 
“four arrests at anti-BNP 
demonstration”. 

We feel there has been a deliberate 
campaign by the local media to obscure 
the fact that these arrests were of four 
Nazi thugs. 

After the march the Nazis attacked a 
white 17 year old college student ina 
pub, screaming “white power” in her 
face. 

They also surrounded Labour Party 
National Executive Committee 
member Shahid Malik and threatened 
to kill him. 

He was attacked when he was witha 
journalist, giving an interview. 

At last week’s full council meeting 
a Labour councillor, trade union 


representatives and the Anti Nazi 
League held a small press conference, 
which was attended by the local press. 

The press conference was called 
instead of the usual picket of the 
council meeting in order to highlight 
the seriousness of the violence. 

While it was in progress the police 
arrested a young man for giving a Nazi 
salute as he walked by. 

Incredibly the local paper has 
reported nothing about the Nazi 
violence or of the threat to a local 
campaigner’s life. 

These events make us even more 
determined to continue to campaign 
for maximum unity against the threat 
of the BNP. 

Jess Edwards 
Burnley 


Tony Benn at Glastonbury 


people said, “Good on you.” It is completely gutted. of Thomas that night and inspired them. 

was like a political festival Thomas was one of the subsequently. In his short life Thomas 

with peace flags everywhere. youngest and best anti-war It was his first but not last made a lot of people think 
The music was fantastic campaigners. performance. At a North about the world and what 


and the bands political. 
| saw REM, Radiohead, 
Manic Street Preachers, 
Moby and David Gray. 
Every single one of them 
spoke out and said the war 
against lraq was immoral and 
disgusting. Yet every single 
comment was cut out of the 
TV coverage. 
Henna Malik 
London 


For those of us who had 
the joy of working with 
Thomas, his death at such a 
young age, 11, is just awful. 

Thomas sprang to 
prominence in leading anti- 
war walkouts at his school, 
Wallasey High. He joined 
Spark and seemed a natural 
at organising resistance. 

No one who was there will 


Thomas Thompson 


COMRADES AND anti-war 
campaigners in Merseyside 
are shocked and deeply 
saddened at the death of 
Thomas Thompson. 
Thomas, from Wallasey, 
took his own life after 
persistent bullying. His tragic 
death caught the attention of 
the national media. 
Everyone who knew him 


warmongers. 


forget the speech he made 
at St George’s Hall in April to 
900 people, outlining why he 
was against war on Iraq. 

In school uniform he 
commanded attention, 
speaking as if a veteran 
activist. His eloquence and 
passion won everyone’s 
respect. George Galloway, 
among others, thought a lot 


West Labour conference he 
helped give major stick to 
Jack Straw and other Labour 


Wherever Thomas was, 
political agitation was bound 
to follow. His role in the mass 
direct action in Liverpool was 
outstanding and remarked 
upon by many longstanding 
activists. Even the police 


used to marvel at his tactical 
flair in outfoxing them. He 
enjoyed Marxist forums and 
was full of questions. 

Our thoughts and deepest 
condolences go to his family 
and loved ones. 

Thomas made a huge 
impact on those who met 
him. Many seasoned trade 
unionists locally have said he 


we could do to change it. 
Devastated as we are by 
what’s happened, we are as 
determined as ever to carry 
on fighting. We'll do it for 
you, Thomas. 
Paul Sillett on behalf of 
Merseyside S WP 
Mark Henzel on behalf of 
Merseyside Stop the War 
Coalition 


YO UR VIEW 


Pensioners 
thrownin bin 


READING your recent 
article on pensions made 
my blood boil. 

Pensioners in Barnsley 
have fought for three years 
to abolish the warden and 
intercom charges. The 
council has now said that 
they’re going up from 
£2.35 to £8 a week, and 
from £6 to £11. 

The council is doing 
the government’s work of 


Pensioners sold short 


throwing pensioners in 
the bin. 

They announced this 
after the local elections. 
But many pensioners, 
the highest group of 
voters in Britain, won’t 
vote for them next year. 
Beware New Labour! 
Sue Wild 
chair Barnsley Pensioners 
Action Group 


Council touts 
for business 


PRESTON CITY Council 
have voted to implement 
a new by-law that will 
stop “touting for 
services”. 

The three main 
political parties argued 
that this will stop 
nuisance and litter in the 
city centre. 

But in reality it is an 
attack on our freedom of 
speech, assembly and 
organisation. 

It threatens people 
petitioning in the city 
centre, left wing groups 
selling papers and those 
on a variety of stalls that 
enrich our life. 

It is part of the 
council’s plans to bring in 
big multinationals and 
yuppify the city centre. 

In Liverpool a similar 
by-law led to the 
harassment of people 
protesting against war in 
Iraq. 

In leading the 
opposition | convinced a 
number of councillors to 
vote against the 
measure—including a 
number of Labour 
members who broke with 
the party whip. 

Michael Lavalette 
Socialist Alliance councillor, 
Preston 


Can unity bear 
fruit? 


CATASTROPHIC 
sectarianism disfigured 
the left with murderous 
results for so long. 

So | was greatly 
encouraged by the 
recent article by the Stop 
the War Coalition chair 
Andrew Murray in the 
Communist Party’s 
Morning Star. 

This is not the first 
time Andrew has gone 


into print to 
acknowledge the 
creative and hard work of 
the SWP in the Stop the 
War Coalition. 

| hope I’m not being too 
naive but can this united 
front bear more fruit? 
lan Foreman 
Northants 


Mental health 
misdiagnosed 


| KNOW from bitter 
experience that the side 
effects of anti- 
depressants are often as 
bad or worse than the 
original ailment. 

The drug multinationals 
aren’t interested in 
helping people to get well 
but in maximising profit. 

As long as mental 
illness is seen as an 
organic malfunction of 
the brain, not as the 
product of alienated and 
oppressive social 
conditions, the problem 
will not be solved. 

Mental hospitals are 
often dismal places, 
underfunded and 
understaffed, with an 
emphasis on 
containment. 

Care in the community 
often means being 
dumped in a hostile 
environment with little or 
no support. 

Terry Liddle 
South London 


Helping us to 
the grave 


THANKS TO Socialist 
Worker for reporting the 
European Commission’s 
legal action against the 
Ministry of Defence for 
failing to check the 
potential health risks of 
radioactive discharges. 
The Environment 
Agency is also helping us 
into an early grave by 
allowing radioactive 


Incinerators kill 


waste to be incinerated at 
34 sites across England 
and Wales. 

My family has been 
blighted by inhaling 
radioactive particles. 

Both my mother and 
son died of leukaemia 
after living near 
incinerators burning 
radioactive waste that 
were 180 miles apart. 
Michael Ryan 
Shrewsbury 


Keepin touch 
with Zimbabwe 


| AM a member of the 
International Socialist 
Organisation in Zimbabwe. 
lam looking for comrades 
| can communicate with, 
updating and helping each 
other about struggles 
within countries. 
Norman Chinzamba 
Zimbabwe 

Write c/o Socialist Worker 
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Union delegates say 
‘Work IS Killing US: 


Delegates at last week's 
TGWU conference revealed 
the reality of life in Britain— 
low pay, long hours and 
pension worries 


WHEN MEMBERS of the T@WU 
union gathered for their confer- 
ence they brought with them many 
bitter experiences of life under 
Labour. 

The union organises shop work- 
ers, security guards, bus drivers 
and factory workers. Many who 
spoke in the conference debates 
described living at the sharp end of 
Labour’s neo-liberal policies. 

One debate focused on the 
fight for a 48-hour working week 
for transport workers, who are 
excluded from current European 
legislation. 

Bus driver June Wood said, “I 
work for up to five hours before I 
get any break—that’s no tea, no 
toilet and definitely no fag break. 

“After ten hours working, I am 
entitled to an eight and a half hour 
rest period, but this ten hours can 
be spread over a whole day. 

“With travelling home and back 
to work, you don’t get eight hours 
proper rest. 

“We have passengers’ lives in 
our hands. We are taking kids to 
school and back—we shouldn’t be 
too worn out to drive properly.” 

John Boodle told the confer- 
ence, “We are fighting for a 48- 
hour working week. 

“T want to tell you about a letter 
written by a lorry driver to the 
Times newspaper. It ran, ‘I noticed 
with interest your article, On This 
Day in 1893, about the massive 
rally in Hyde Park campaigning 


have fought for better pay 


DEMANDING ACTION 


for the eight-hour day. 

““T recently responded to a job 
ad which offered £5 an hour for 
the first 50 hours and £6 an hour 
after that. 

“Just how far have we come in 
the last 100 or so years? Yours, 
James Burns’.” 

Another delegate told the con- 
ference, “Last November there 
was a coach crash. Two drivers 
and four passengers were killed on 
a shopping trip from Worcester to 
France. 

“The coroners’ report said the 
drivers were suffering from 
“severe fatigue’. 

“Two driver jobs like this one 
mean drivers can work a 22-hour 
day. Employers pressure drivers to 
work for longer and longer, and 
low pay gives them little choice. 

“The coroner said it was acci- 
dental death—I call it corporate 
manslaughter.” 

Gavin Day said, “For drivers, 
there are no decent facilities. I 
have been a driver for 23 years and 
am always treated like a second 
class citizen. 

“We are still fighting for the 48- 
hour working directive. 

“T am at the wheel five days a 
week, but the vehicle is not fit to 
live in. Employers give you the 
cheapest thing they can put on the 
road. They either do your spine in 
or damage your bladder. 

“The legislation we have means 
employers can work you 15 hours 
for some days, 13 hours for others, 
one day off for one week, or two 
days for others. 

“Sometimes it falls that we are 
entitled to just five hours rest out 
of 24 hours. We don’t know what 
we are entitled to. 

“If we get pensions we don’t 
live long enough to draw them. 
They are killing us. I want them to 
stop treating us like dirt.” 

Duncan Burnett told the confer- 
ence about the decimation of the 
textile industry. 

“In 1962 I joined the industry 
and the union. Then, 250,000 
worked in the industry in my area. 
Now it’s more like 5,000. 

“Lancashire has been industri- 
ally vandalised. In 1997 I sang 
along with ‘Things Can Only Get 
Better’. Tony, if you are listening, 
we are still waiting.” 

Judy Cox 


Workers are forced to work longer hours for less pay 


THE DEBATE on pensions 
revealed the fury that workers 
feel at being deprived of the 
money they have paid in for 
years. Many spoke of the impact 
of the bosses’ pension holidays 
and the closures of final salary 
pension schemes. 

Pat Doyle from Vauxhall 
Motors told the conference, “The 
government feels it’s OK to 
occupy another country on 
supposedly humanitarian 
grounds. 

“But it has the worst human 
rights record in Europe when it 
comes to pensions. 

“They want to raise the 
pension age to 70. Iam dreading 
going back to work on Monday 
and I like to think Iam in my 
prime—how will I feel when I am 
70? 

“The government knows older 
people will be forced out of decent 
jobs and forced into menial jobs 
like filling supermarket trolleys 


and opening doors for a pittance. 

“We want a demonstration 
over pensions to show we are 
serious.” 

Dawn Lawrence said, “I work 
in Sainsbury’s. It breaks my 
heart to see pensioners come in 
looking for bargains and 
counting their pennies. 

“They can’t take their 
grandkids out for the day, and it’s 
so unfair when fat cat bosses go 
abroad five or six times a year. 

“Let’s take some cream from 


‘Old people are 


being mugged 


by New Labour. 


Brown should 


tax the fat cats’ 


Pictures: John Birdsall Social Issues Photo Library 


Millions fear for their future 


the fat cats and share it around. 
The pension should be the 
minimum wage at least.” 

Another delegate, Terry Fell, 
said, “My wife was due to retire 
ona pension of 19p a week after 
27 years as an assistant cook ina 
primary school. 

“People in France have been 
on the streets because their 
government suggested raising the 
pension age by two years. 

“In this country we could 
work 100 years and we still 
wouldn’t get a decent pension. 

“Every year the government 
says there are millions in 
unclaimed benefits—let’s give it 
to the pensioners.” 

Steve Elliot works in the 
chemical industry. He said, 
“There are a lot of shift workers 
in my industry. Between the ages 
of 60 and 65 their immune 
systems break down. 

“Before, shift workers would 
have taken early retirement and 


stopped work or moved to a less 
demanding job. 

“Now, they have to work until 
they are 65 or even 70. They will 
not get a pension because they 
will die before they can collect it. 

“This is a class issue—working 
people will have a shorter life 
than those who can afford to 
retire.” 

Delegate John McDonagh 
responded angrily to chancellor 
Gordon Brown’s conference 
address: “Gordon Brown should 
stop all this nonsense about 
pensioners tax credits and free 
TV licences for over 75s, and just 
restore the link with earnings. 

“We are always reading about 
old people being mugged on the 
streets and in their own homes. 
Now they are being mugged by 
New Labour. 

“Brown is always telling us 
how sound the economy is, but if 
he does need more money he can 
tax the fat cats like he promised.” 


Manufacturing 
is facing. 
devastation 


THERE WAS anger 
against the government’s 
failure to intervene to save 
manufacturing jobs. 
Theresa Duffy told the 


conference, “laman 
Ethicon employee. They 


with a government that 


“We must take issue 


allows these practices. 
“When I voted Labour | 


“I feel | have the right to 
criticise Labour because | 


come from a family of ten 
who all vote Labour and 


Theresa told Socialist 
Worker, “Ethicon 


in two plants in 


employs 16,000 workers 


meeting and they told us 
the outlook for the 


company was good. 
“Later, while we were 


have just announced 850 | hoped for better health, pay fees through their Edinburgh. We make having a union meeting, 

redundancies. education and jobs, butit | trade unions. surgical supplies and are | the workforce was called 
“First Motorola, then seems governments “We must demand our | part of US multinational into the canteen and told 

Levis, now all the industry | come and go and the government acts on Johnson and Johnson. they were making 850 

from around West Lothian | system remains the principle and protect “On 29 May, at people redundant. 

has gone. same. workers’ jobs.” 11.30am, we hada “People were so upset. 


service and whole 


Many have 20 or 30 years’ 


families work there. 

“The multinationals 
get big grants from the 
government—they make 
their billions and decide 
to pack up. We are always 
the last to know. 

“The only other jobs 
round here are minimum 
wage. It’s devastating.” 
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ZIMBABWEAN ACTIVIST 


The man Straw 
banned from 
Marxism 2003 


JOHN BOMBA, a leading 
Zimbabwean socialist 
and pro-democracy 
activist, should have 
been speaking at this 
year’s Marxism 2003 
event in London. 
Instead he was 
refused entry to Britain 
by the UK High 
Commission in Harare. 
Here John talks 
angrily about his 
experience. 


THE FIASCO we went 
through in trying to geta 
visa fully exposes the 
hypocrisy and the racist 
attitude of the British 
government in its noisy 
support for the struggling 
people of Zimbabwe. 

What should have been 
just a mere formality 
ended up being an 
expensive nightmare. 

The hostile forces that 
have ruined this world 
made it certain that | 
cannot travel to Marxism 
2003 and share with 
comrades my sentiments 
on the crisis in Zimbabwe 
and the struggles that 
revolutionaries are 
engaged in. 

The High Commission 
(HC) decided | did not 
have the social and class 
position they look for in 
visa applications. 

The fact that we have 
been arrested, tortured 
and continue to suffer 
repression at the hands of 
the Mugabe regime— 
supposedly “hated” by the 
British government—did 
not mean anything. 

| was rejected a visa, 
on the grounds that | 
could not prove my 
“returnability”. The HC 
said it was not convinced | 
had strong enough 
economic, social and 
family ties to make me 
return to Zimbabwe. 

This is hogwash. | 
agree | am poor, and that 


WHEN JOHN Bomba was 
released from jail last year 
he made the following 
defiant speech: 


WE GREET you comrades 
in the name of the struggle 
to bury the anarchy of 
capitalism and invent a new 
world without poverty and 
oppression. 

This is a time full of 
lessons for those who day 
to day languish under the 
oppressive yoke of 
capitalism and Mugabe’s 
dictatorship. 

We emerge out of prison 
inspired by the local and 
international solidarity. It 
makes us more resolute 
and ready to push forward 
the struggle. 

The police reaction unit 
and the riot squad that 
descended upon our 
college was ready to take 
on a rebel army. 

They were armed to the 
teeth with baton sticks, 
pistols, AK-47 assault rifles 
and teargas canisters. 

We were rounded up 
and bundled into police 
trucks and taken to the 
central police station. 

We got there around 
10am but did not get to the 


John Bomba 


is precisely why | am who 
lam. 

| am fighting for the 
liberation of not just 
Zimbabweans, but the 
world’s disposessed and 
disinherited. More so, | 
am this poor not because 
there is too little food 
around but because 
someone is eating our 
share—hence our 
determination to remake 
the world. 

And how dare they 
imply that my family 
counts for nothing to me? 
This is horrifying. 

The visa requirements 
stipulated by the HC are 
tellingly prohibitive. Among 
a host of requirements, the 
application demands a 
non-refundable fee of 
144,000 Zimbabwean 
dollars. This is equivalent 
to my salary for six 
months. 

The British High 
Commissioner should 
answer why | and millions 
of Zimbabweans are so 
poor. 

Indeed, he should also 
answer why he and the 
UK are so rich. Is he not 
so overfed precisely 
because | am starving? 
Don’t his riches 
represent theft from 
people like me? 

Through this 
experience we know who 
our friends are. They are 
not the British 
government. They are 
those everywhere fighting 
against the same system 
that we combat. 


Abused and tortured 


cells until 4pm, after long 
hours of being subjected to 
systematic beatings and 
despicable harassment. 

The cells were 
overcrowded, filthy, stinking 
badly and infested with lice. 
You would have to beg to 
get the toilet. They could let 
it go for the whole day 
without letting us go. By the 
third day two comrades had 
terrible stomach upsets and 
diarrhoea. 

The police would not 
allow us to get medical 
attention. The following days 
brought rigorous questioning 
and further assaults. 

We were threatened with 
death and there were 
incidents in which state 
agents would flash guns 
and threaten to shoot us. 

They particularly wanted 
to know more about my 
involvement with the 
International Socialist 
Organisation (ISO). 

They wanted to break 
our will. 

Our experience has 
deepened our convictions 
in the struggle. We learnt 
golden lessons about 
revolutionary solidarity. 

Jails cannot confine the 
revolutionary spirit. 
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THE BODY FOR 


SALE 


The mainstream press has branded feminism “outmoded”, “unpopular” and “ball breaking”. Equality has 
been achieved, they say, ignoring the sexist adverts carried in their own news pages. |udith Orr explodes this 
myth and explains why fighting for women’s liberation matters as much today as ever 


d ISCOVER weapons 
of mass distraction,” 
declares the latest 


Easyjet billboard ad 
campaign, above a photo of a 
woman’s breasts in a bikini top. 
Every high street is full of such 
images, selling records, cars, 
plumbing parts and mobile 
phones. The models fulfil soci- 
ety’s stereotype of the ideal 
female shape—they are all 
skinny and busty. 

In fact, the models are skin- 
nier than ever. In the 1950s 
models weighed 8 percent less 
than the average woman. Now 
they weigh 23 percent less. 

The Easyjet ad is typical. It 
doesn’t even bother to show 
the woman’s face or head— 
it’s her body that’s selling the 
airline tickets. Sex sells, the 
advertisers believe. But what 
they are really using is sexism. 

Lap dancing clubs have 
opened all across the country, 
and men’s magazines like 
Loaded and FHM remain the 
acceptable face of pornography. 

It sometimes feels like the 


clocks have gone back to a 
time before women protested 
at being seen as just sex ob- 
jects. Yet the unsettling thing 
about this latest wave of 
sexism is that many young 
women think it is cool. 
Young teenagers wear T- 
shirts with “Slut” or “Porn 
Star” on them. Popular music 
videos show the male stars with 
half-naked women writhing 
around them—amany no longer 
use dancers and instead employ 
real strippers and prostitutes for 
their explicit videos. 
Celebrities enthusiastically 
embrace this sexist culture. 


‘Capitalism 
seeks to 
Capture and 
absorb 
everything’ 


The model Sophie Dahl has 
worn a T-shirt declaring 
“Pornography Rocks”. Dahl 
and actress friend Sadie Frost 
are regulars at one of London’s 
West End lap dancing clubs, as 
are other trend setters Kate 
Moss and Jade Jagger. 

Sara Cox, the Radio | DJ, 
talks on air about wanting to be 
some pop star’s “beatch’”. Her 
predecessor in the job, Zoe 
Ball, boasted about the pole 
she had installed in her home 
so that she could pole dance 
for her husband and friends. 

Twenty years ago strip 
clubs would have been seen as 
seedy and sad. Today lap 
dancing clubs are big business 
(there are now over 300 clubs 
in the UK) and are filled with 
yuppies and businessmen. 

The most successful chain, 
Spearmint Rhino, has netted its 
founder, John Gray, a fortune 
of £38 million. The Tottenham 
Court Road branch was turning 
over more than £300,000 a 
week before Christmas last 
year. 


These clubs are now so 
mainstream that city bankers 
take clients along to show cor- 
porate hospitality. One firm 
gave away vouchers for a club 
as part of their Christmas 
bonus. The society rag for the 
rich, Tatler magazine, held a 
Christmas bash at Stringfel- 
lows, a lap dancing club in 
London. 

One writer on advertising, 
Judith Williamson, has called 
this phenomenon “retro 
sexism’, or “sexism with an 
alibi”. What she means is that 
today people say, “Of course I 
know about sexism, that’s old 
hat. Now women are empow- 
ered, many even write these ads 
and lap dancers earn thousands 
of pounds a week—what’s so 
oppressive about that?” 

The new sexism is deemed 
“tronic” and witty, not degrad- 
ing and insulting, because 
women are seen as having 
won equality. In fact there 
have been a lot of stories in the 
press about how “now it’s men 
who are oppressed”. 


Yet the reality today is that 
women still earn on average 
20 percent less than men. Only 
18 percent of MPs are women. 
Women are still expected to 
take responsibility for child- 
care in the family. 

Of course women’s lives are 
very different to those of their 
grandmothers. The last 50 
years have seen the most dra- 
matic and swift change in his- 
tory. We have made huge gains, 
but even those gains are dis- 
torted and used by the system. 

Capitalism seeks to capture 
and absorb everything and 
turn it into a commodity to 
sell back to us. The mood of 
resistance to the system is 
resold to us in trainers with 
peace symbols on—a sort of 
anti-capitalist chic. 

Women’s sexual confidence 
is used to sell bras, and TV ads 
feature products that make 
housework simple for the hus- 
bands of “liberated” women 
who work outside the home. 

Every aspect of our lives is 
used to get us to buy stuff, to 


make profit. 

Every human emotion is 
distorted by the system—even 
the most private aspects of our 
lives such as our feelings of 
love and friendship and our 
sexual desire. 

So women feel that in order 
to be attractive they have to 
look like the airbrushed pic- 
tures of seven-stone models. 

At the same time, they 
should have a good job and 
show their love for their family 
by rustling up a gourmet meal 
every night and cleaning their 
whites. 

The insecurities of men are 
also used in this way. Men are 
encouraged to think they 
should be “studs”, “pulling” 
women every night. 

If a man lacks the confi- 
dence to even chat to women 
he is made to think that if he 
buys Lynx aftershave women 
will be queuing up to dance 
with him in the pub. 

But the crude and wide- 
spread use of women’s bodies 
as a commodity reflects the 


reality of their position in so- 
ciety as second-class citizens. 
Would it help to ban these 
strip clubs and have sexist 
images and pornography cen- 
sored, as some women de- 
mand? No. Socialists are 
against censorship. First of all, 
who decides what’s OK? 
Would we want the New 
Labour government or a Tory 
judge deciding what books we 
read or what images we see? 
In the past such controls 
have been used against what 
our rulers find unacceptable 
(for example explicit gay liter- 
ature) and so just reflect their 


‘The ruling 


class has tried 


to impose its 


“morals” on 


society’ 


own prejudices. 

Ian Paisley, the bigoted 
Unionist politician from North- 
ern Ireland, has even con- 
demned line dancing because it 
apparently provokes lust! 

Throughout history the 
ruling class has tried to 
impose its “morals” on the 
rest of society. 

This was never out of any 
desire to see women treated 
with respect as equals—rather 
it was one way of keeping us 
down. For they never lived by 
their own rules. 

Victorian archaeologists ex- 
cavating the famous Roman 
site at Pompeii in southern Italy 
confiscated the many sexually 
explicit wall paintings and stat- 
ues (which had been popular at 
the time when the volcano lava 
enveloped the town). 

They locked them in a 
secret collection closed to 
women, children and the illit- 
erate. A very expensive illus- 
trated catalogue of the exhibits 
was available, however, for 
those who could afford it. 


Lady Chatterley’s Lover, a 
novel about an affair between a 
lady and her gamekeeper with 
explicit sex scenes, was banned 
from being published in a 
cheap edition for years. The 
morals of ordinary working 
people were thought to be at 
risk. Those with money were 
never stopped from buying the 
expensive edition. 

Far from wanting controls 
on explicit material, socialists 
want more openness about sex, 
not less. We fight for clear and 
honest sex education in 
schools. The sniggering and 
prudish way sex is treated in 
society leads to ignorance and 
confusion. This is one reason 
why Britain has the highest 
teenage pregnancy rate in 
Europe. 

Societies where censorship 
of sexual explicitness is preva- 
lent are usually repressive in 
every way and reflect a lack of 
freedom for all ordinary people, 
including women. 

The images in magazines 
are not the cause of women’s 
oppression or the reason why 
women are treated as second- 
class citizens. They are merely 
a symptom, an effect of that 
oppression. Women were op- 
pressed long before billboards 
were invented. 

This oppression continues 
to this day—though in a dif- 
ferent way to former genera- 
tions. Now the majority of 
women also work outside the 
home, but they are still ex- 
pected to juggle domestic re- 
sponsibilities without society’s 
support. 

High points of struggles, 
revolutions and protests over 
the years have seen challenges 
to such definitions of women’s 
role in society. 

At times of social upheaval, 
possibilities for a different way 
of living are opened up for 
women and men. Most re- 
cently the 1960s and 1970s 
saw movements across the 
world that shook the system 
and with these came the 
modern women’s movement. 

It was a new era—women 
had access to reliable contra- 
ception for the first time ever. 
The economy was expanding 
and so many women were 
drawn into higher education 
and into the growing job 
market. With these changes 
came different expectations 
about their lives—about equal 
pay, childcare, abortion rights 
and about how they were por- 
trayed in society. 

The fact that sexism is still 
rampant today reflects the fact 
that capitalism and class soci- 
ety are still with us. The 
changes we have won, though 
hugely welcome, have left the 
system which created women’s 
oppression in the first place 
still intact. 

Leon Trotsky was one of 
the leaders of the Russian Rev- 
olution in 1917, which sought 
to make women’s liberation a 
reality. He said, “It takes a 
deep-going plough to uproot 
the heaviest clods of earth.” 

What he meant was that 
women’s oppression needed 
social change on the scale of a 
revolution to shift it. That 
means (for us today) that in the 
struggle to fight for a world 
which is not for sale we will 
create a world where our 
bodies are not for sale also. 


The assertions made in the 
press about feminism last 
week sprang from a study 
published by the Equal 
Opportunities Commission— 
The Future Foundation Study, 
Talking Equality survey. J ust 
35 people took part but the 
EOC argues that the 
participants were “indicative” 
of a general trend rather than 
“representative”. 
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WORK TILL you drop was 
the message from trade and 
industry secretary Patricia 
Hewitt last week. 

Under the utterly 
transparent cover of 
“tackling age 
discrimination” she 
announced the government 
plans to liftthe retirement 
age to 70orscrapit 
altogether. 

Tory papers, with middle 
aged readerships, got 
themselves into a lather. | 
don’t see why. Hewitt’s 
argument was impeccably 
Thatcherite. 

She was, you see, only 
offering people “the choice” 
of whether they wanted to 
carry on flogging their guts 
out well into their 
seventies. 

That’s the kind of choice 
offered to the slave in 
ancient Rome—alife of 
forced drudgery or 
starvation. 

For, as millions of 
workers are discovering, 
pensions—both company 
schemes and the pathetic 
state pension—are 
withering. In a couple of 
decades most of us will 
have no choice but to work 
beyond the age of 65. 

One detail in Hewitt’s 
proposals left no doubt that 
this government plans the 
single biggest attack onthe 
right to retire since state 
pensions were introduced 
in 1906. 

Buried away in the paper 
is acall to reduce the legal 
entitlement for redundancy 
pay for workers aged 
between 41 and 65 from 
one and ahalf weeks for 
every year worked to one 
week. 

The lower level is what 
workers aged 40 and under 
get. 

It’s only fair isn’tit? To 
abolish age discrimination, 
reduce redundancy 
payments for older workers 
to the miserable level of 
younger ones. 

It’s been clear fortwo 
decades that capitalism has 
increasingly depended on 
lengthening the time we 
spend at work. 

Itwas in 1981 that the 
average hours worked each 
week in Britain started rising 
after falling throughout the 
20th century. 

Now New Labour is 
taking us back a further 100 


years, to 1881. Thatwas the 
year Otto von Bismarck, the 
authoritarian German 
chancellor, set the 
retirement age at 70. 

Life expectancy fora 
German male then was 40. 
Now we are told we must 
work more years or face 
economic calamity 
because people are living 
longer. 

Karl Marx hada great 
phrase to describe the way 
capitalism turns what should 
be great advances, like 
living longer, into their 
opposite. 

“Suddenly there is too 
much progress, too much 
civilisation,” he wrote. 

And Marx wentto the 
heart of why there is a 
constant pressure from 
capitalists to increase the 
hours, days, and years we 
spend at work. 

Part of the working day is 
spent producing goods or 
services equal to the value 
of what the worker is paidin 
wages. The remainder, the 
“surplus labour’, is given 
over tothe boss andis the 
source of profits. 

Of course, there’s not 
some sign that flashes up to 
tell you after, say, two hours 
work that you’ve done 
enough to warrant your 
wages and are now working 
wholly for the boss. 

But capitalists are 
constantly looking to 
increase the amountof time 
you are producing surplus 
forthem. 

One way is to lengthen 
the working day to take up 
more and more of what 
would be workers’ free 
time. 

As Marx putitin his great 
work Capital, from the point 
of view of the system, “ifa 
worker consumes his 
disposable time for himself, 
he robs the capitalist.” 

The chapter on the 
working day doesn’t only 
analyse how bosses exploit 
workers—it contains terrible 


‘Technology 
Should mean 
we can 
produce all 
we need’ 


they want us to 
work until were 70 


Kevin Ovenden shows that the latest 
plan for pushing back the retirement 
age builds on a long history of 
capitalist attacks on us 


depictions of the effects of 
long hours. 

Itdescribes how the 
“duration of life in the pottery 
districts of Stoke-on-Trent 
and Wolstanton is 
extraordinarily short”. 

Asurgeon gives 
evidence to an official 
inquiry: “Il do not hesitate to 
assert that my indignation 
has been aroused again 
and again at the sight of 
poor children whose health 
has been sacrificed.’ 

“He enumerates the 
causes of the diseases of 
potters, and sums them 
up in the phrase ‘long 
hours’.” 

Thirty years ago that was 
all supposed to be a thing of 
the past. There was the 
welfare state, and working 
hours were falling and 
conditions improving. 

Technological 
improvements had made 
labour far more productive 
than itwas acentury before. 

As late as ten years ago 
the economics editor of the 
Observer, among many 
other commentators, 
scoffed at Marx’s talk of the 
“oauperisation” of the 
working class. 

Great advances in 
technology ought to mean 
we can produce all we need 
with less time spent at work. 

But under capitalism 
production is for profit. 
Competing capitalist firms, 
or national economies, 
using similar technology, 
have only one place to turn 
to get those profits— 
screwing more out of their 
workers. 

So we see the calls for 
“modernisation’—longer 
hours, flexible working 
(being atthe bosses’ beck 
and call), and more 
pressure from line 
managers. 

Raising the retirement 
age is another way of 
increasing the exploitation 
of the whole working class. 

Pensions are simply 
deferred wages. Cutting 
them and forcing workers 
to work for more years 
adds to the surplus labour 
going to the capitalists as a 
whole. 

But you can rest assured 
New Labour is not 
discriminating. Its plans for 
education will lengthen the 
working lifetime the other 
way as well. At the age of 14 
many children are to receive 
their “education” in 
workplaces, not schools. 

That’s just one aspect of 
modern capitalism Marx 
would have little difficulty 
recognising. 
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convenor of the Stop 

the War Coalition and 
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magazine of the Socialist Work- 
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The war on Iraq has deepened 
the disillusionment with Tony 
Blair and raised debate about 
building an alternative to New 
Labour. What do you think that 
alternative should be? 

The anti-war movement marks a new pol- 
itics in Britain and has created an atmos- 
phere in which socialists can build. We 
were able to involve the trade unions 
from the beginning. 

We brought together the left, the 
peace movement and the Muslim com- 
munity in a united grassroots campaign. 
The public meetings have been the cam- 
paign’s backbone. 

There are now many people who 
don’t just go on demonstrations but who 
have a sophisticated understanding of 
the arguments about Iraq, weapons of 
mass destruction and the wider issues of 
imperialism. 

Many of these people are saying, 
“We’ve built this fantastic coalition. 
We’d like something like the Stop the 
War Coalition to represent us politically.” 

People understand that the coalition 
can’t be a new political party because it’s 
made up of a whole host of different par- 
ties—people in the Labour Party, the 
Greens, Communist Party, Socialist Al- 
liance, Liberal Democrats and so on. 

But they would like to see the various 
forces involved in a new political chal- 
lenge to Labour. 

Can we hold the government to ac- 
count for what it has done and can we 
create an alternative to Labour? This is 
the biggest question of the hour. 

A number of trade union leaders 
(Tony Woodley of the TGWU, Billy 
Hayes of the CWU, Mick Rix of Aslef) 
are arguing strongly that we can reclaim 
the Labour Party. 

I can understand this but I don’t think 
it’s going anywhere. 

It’s very hard now to change the 
Labour Party from within. Changes to the 
conference and the constituency parties 
have made them less democratic. And 
membership is less than 200,000 as so 
many people have left. 

The union leaders are saying Blair 
will be gone in 18 months time. That’s 
very likely. 

But let’s be honest about who’s going 
to replace him. I don’t think Gordon 
Brown’s any improvement on Blair. He’s 
committed to the neo-liberal agenda and 
was committed to the war. 

None of the other potential candidates 
such as Robin Cook have broken with the 
neo-liberal agenda. Yet it is the pursuit of 
this that has created the disillusionment 
with reformism which we are seeing, not 
just in Britain but in countries such as 
Germany or France. 

Also the Labour left is incredibly 
weak. It doesn’t have much organisa- 
tional force. 

Many Labour lefts have become so 
disgusted with the party that they have 
decided they’re going to do something 
else. 

The biggest question facing the left, 
and a real challenge, will be creating 
something that is going to give those 
people a home. 


i 
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The People’s Assembly anti-war conference organised by the Stop the War Coalition in Westminster Central Hall 


on 12 March this year 


How do you see this developing? 
Any left alternative mustn’t turn its back 
on the many people who still vote 
Labour, who are Labour activists and 
who believe you have to stay in Labour. 

We can work with them in anti-war 
and other campaigns. The unity of these 
campaigns has been important in creat- 
ing a new left. But it’s also a question of 
how do we present an alternative that can 
pull in a number of those traditionally 
Labour activists. 

The Socialist Alliance is an attempt to 
do that. So far it has had some success. 
We should be encouraged by Michael 
Lavalette’s election victory in Preston. 

Two parish councillors got elected in 
Telford. Candidates in places such as 
Swindon and Middlesbrough got credible 
votes and Paul Foot won 13 percent in 
Hackney. 

We should try to incorporate serious 
forces who want to break from Labour in 
the alliance. We are prepared to discuss 
with the different components of the anti- 
war movement an electoral alliance that 
puts forward an anti-imperialist, anti- 
cuts, anti-neoliberal agenda. 

This agenda is a project for a new cen- 
tury, in contrast to the Project for a New 
American Century. This would guarantee 


that everybody has enough to eat, enough 
water, a house, pensions. 

This is what the Socialist Alliance 
conference committed itself to. 

The left has been scarred from many 
years of defeat. But some of the left don’t 
seem capable of overcoming their sectar- 
ianism and abstract politics. 

People are looking for a united left 
that can speak with one voice—whatever 
our differences on general issues. 

We have a responsibility not to snipe 
about political differences of the last 20 
years. We’re concerned with building a 
credible electoral alternative. 


Other people in our series have 
talked about the need for a broad 
party like the Scottish Socialist 
Party or Rifondazione in Italy. 

What do you think about this? 

It’s an option, but there are a number of 
problems with it. Rifondazione only does 
well in some elections and less well in 
others. 

You can have a breakthrough stand- 
ing openly as a Trotskyist, without any 
alliances, as proved by Olivier Besan- 
cenot and Arlette Laguiller in France last 
year. 

You can have the SSP model or you 
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can have an alliance like we had in Pre- 
ston. Had we been elected on the same 
basis as the Scottish Parliament we would 
have won more councillors. 

That’s a possibility for the Greater 
London Authority and European elec- 
tions next year. 

There isn’t one model. We’re at the 
stage where people want to work together 
but they have real political differences. 
We shouldn’t pretend these differences 
don’t exist. 

We can come together as a party, but 
this party could divide very quickly. We 
have to look at broadening the Socialist 
Alliance. 

There’s another model—the original 
Independent Labour Party (ILP) which 
Marxists were central to founding in 
1893 with Keir Hardie. 

It had Marxists, trade union activists, 
Christian socialists and was an attempt to 
bring together the components of what 
had been a mass movement. 

It failed partly because it was formed 
after the high tide of New Unionism in a 
period of defeats and partly because 
Hardie held to a form of Christian social- 
ism which lacked political clarity. 

The failure of the ILP and the defeat 
of the strikes of the 1890s meant that the 


least overtly political trade unions and the 
most empirical socialists founded the 
Labour Party in what was a conscious re- 
jection of Marxism. 


What is the SWP’s role in 
building an alternative? 

We’re by far the biggest party outside 
Labour on the left in Britain. We’ve 
proved in recent years that we’re capa- 
ble of not just having a good general 
analysis but that we can lead in the 
unions, in the anti-war movement, and in 
other campaigns. 

We’ ve seen a growth in our influence 
and our roots with, for example, an in- 
creasing number of comrades elected to 
union executive positions. 

If you hadn’t had the SWP (and the 
people who worked very closely with us) 
putting a strong anti-imperialist current 
within the anti-war movement as well as 
a clear united line as to what we should 
be doing, you would have had a very dif- 
ferent and weaker movement. This hap- 
pened in a number of countries. 

Lots of people say we need an Old 
Labour party— they want something that 
speaks about Old Labour values. In a 
way, the programme of the Socialist Al- 
liance is a left Labour programme. 

I’m quite happy to be part of a broader 
alliance that includes these kind of people 
and ideas. 

But that isn’t the end of the story. The 
history of Old Labour is not a rosy one— 
even the Attlee government supported 
imperialist adventures abroad and broke 
strikes at home. 

Every Labour government has ac- 
cepted the dictates of capital and there- 
fore failed to deliver for those who 
supported it. 

So an alternative is necessary. A rev- 
olutionary party is important in develop- 
ing a set of theoretical and historical ideas 
that enable people to understand the 
world. 

Events like Marxism have had a 
tremendous impact on people in the SWP 
and people from a different tradition on 
the left. 

We also have a coherent body of ac- 
tivists who are committed to changing the 
world. That means in every town, where 
we have members, there is an impetus to 
the left. 

If the SWP didn’t exist there’d be no 
organised left in some places. 

And as the mood shifts to the left, the 
question “How do we achieve another 
world?” is posed sharply. 

It is about people seizing political and 
economic power. People fought for hun- 
dreds of years for the vote, for political 
power, and found that when they’d got 
the vote they still didn’t have economic 
power. 

All the big questions in society are not 
decided by parliament. That’s why par- 
ties centred on parliament disappoint 
their supporters. 

Most of the big changes that have 
taken place in history have been as a 
result of struggle outside parliament— 
winning the vote, establishing the 
unions, the right to free speech and to 
demonstrate. 

You can’t just judge the success of the 
left through elections. We also have to 
ask whether we have built a strong anti- 
war movement, whether we are organis- 
ing against the British National Party and 
whether we have built in the rank and file 
of the unions. 

There’s a high level of political gen- 
eralisation. There’s a lot of anger and mil- 
itancy among the working class. 

There will be many more battles 
where the left will have to prove itself. 
The SWP is committed to building a 
broad socialist alternative to New Labour 
because the success of any such project 
will lift the confidence of the whole left. 

But we also believe that a socialist so- 
ciety cannot be constructed in this coun- 
try without a complete transformation of 
its economic and political institutions. 

The political conditions under which 
such a transformation could take place will 
arise faster if there is a mass organisation 
that acts as an alternative to New Labour. 

But, in such acrisis, there will also be 
the need for an independent revolution- 
ary party if workers are to be able to build 
a socialist society. 


Where do you think the 
movement goes from here? 

Let us know at 

letters @socialistworker.co.uk 


A thorough 
stitch-up Is 
finally over 


ONE OF THE most shameful injustices in 
Britain’s dirty legal history was back in the 
news last week. 

In Cardiff Crown Court a man pleaded guilty 
to the murder of Lynette White in 1988. This is 
the same crime that Yusef Abdullahi, Tony Paris 
and Stephen Miller were convicted of in 1990. 

The Cardiff Three, as they became known, 
were sentenced to life. They spent four years 
inside before they were released on appeal after 
a huge campaign. 

Of course had the death penalty still been law 
the three would have been hanged. 

Even after the three’s release there was 
always a cloud of suspicion left over them. This 
was increased by whispers from some in the 
media and the police that it had been a matter 
of “the right men arrested but the wrong meth- 
ods used to get them convicted”. 

The police will try to say that the latest de- 
velopments show that in the end they get it 
right. But when the Cardiff Three were released 
the South Wales police refused to reopen in- 
vestigations into the killing. 

They did not start new inquiries until 1999 and 
it is very unlikely that the latest developments 
would have happened without the persistence 
of Satish Sekar. He is the author of Fitted In, a 
book about the case. 

Justice Leonard, the judge who presided 
over the Cardiff Three case, told the court at the 
original trial that the police investigation was 
“obviously very thorough”. 

It was indeed thorough—a thorough stitch-up. 
The convictions rested on a confession by 
Stephen Miller that he had murdered Lynette, 
his former girlfriend. 


Butetown cleared out 
He had been questioned 19 times by police over 
four days. He later retracted his confession. 

He told Socialist Worker, “It was a frightening 
experience. The police screwed my head up. 

“| told them over 300 times that | didn’t know 
anything. But after four days with hardly any sleep 
or food my main object was to get away from 
them.” 

There was racism involved in the case from 
the start. Witness statements said a white man 
had been involved—so the police arrested three 
black men. 

The convictions smeared the whole Butetown 
community in Cardiff where much of the popu- 
lation was black or mixed-race. 

As Yusef told Socialist Worker, “Butetown was 
the oldest black community in the country. But 
with Cardiff's dockland development it became 
a prime piece of land. 

“When we were convicted of the murder it 
was used as an excuse to clear all the ordinary 
people out and build flats for the rich.” 

The Crown Prosecution Service ignored many 
of its own guidelines in allowing the case to pro- 
ceed to trial. The two trial judges then allowed 
inadmissible evidence. 

There would have been no justice without a 
campaign led initially by the three’s families 
and people in Butetown. 

Tony Paris said, “Our families were fighting but 
all over the country different organisations and 
independent journalists took up our case. 

“It involved black and white people and people 
we never dreamed we would be in contact with.” 

Miners wrote from South Africa and trade 
unions passed resolutions demanding the three’s 
release. Other wrongly convicted prisoners sent 
messages of support and hope. 

Socialist Worker was proud to be part of the 
campaign with updates on the case, interviews 
and calls to build up the agitation. 

Yusef Abdullahi is rightly still bitter about the 
way the police acted. He said last week: 

“There has definitely got to be an inquiry into 
it now—not just this case but all the other cases.” 
Charlie Kimber 


REVIEWS 
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Interview The novelist Walter Mosley is a critic of the US's drive 
to war. He has written a new book called What Next? 


CRYING OUT 
FOR CHANGE 


Why did you write What 

Next? 

I saw the events of 11 September out 
of my window. I talk to a lot of people. 
Black people in America were horri- 
fied but they weren’t surprised. 

I decided I should write a book that 
anyone can read, but addressed to 
black America to say we see the 
world differently, and possibly a little 
more clearly. 

The fact we weren’t surprised 
says, “Hey, we knew what was going 
on.” 

We knew what the forces in the 
world felt about America. We knew 
that because of our own experiences 
of America. 

Most white people, not all, in 
America will tell you that the first act 
of internal terrorism against our coun- 
try was the World Trade Centre. 

We don’t think that there has never 
been terrorism in the US before. 

In 1921 the Ku Klux Klan got 
army planes, tanks and machine guns, 
attacked a black neighbourhood, 
burned it to the ground and ran all the 
black people it didn’t kill out. That’s 
an act of terrorism. 

Lynching is an act of terrorism. 
The police departments’ attempts in 
every city try to control our political 
movements smacks of terrorism. The 
assassinations of Martin Luther King 
and Malcolm X and many others are 
terrorist acts. If you look at the history 
of America we have been involved in 
bullying and frightening people since 
the end of World War Two. 

One of the problems Americans 
have is that because of the Cold War 
fighting Communism we began to see 
democracy and capitalism as being 
the same thing. 

It’s not true. You can’t have any- 
thing more anti-democratic than 
capitalism. 

We spent a lot of time supporting 
capitalism in its insatiable search for 
profits, cheap labour and resources. 

In doing that we’ve killed a lot of 


Walter Mosley will 
be speaking about 
What Next? at 
Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop, 
1 Bloomsbury 
Street, London 
WC1 at 6pm this 
Friday, 11 July. 


Phone 020 7637 1848 or 
e-mail events@ 
bookmarks.uk.com to 
reserve your free place. 


Muslims, Vietnamese, Cambodians. 

We have to see what we’re doing 
in the name of our economic process, 
as well as being against Osama Bin 
Laden. 


In the book you talk about a 
black movement coming 
together with the peace 
movement, about building a 
movement of opposition. 

I think we need a peace movement 
and that black people should lead it. I 
know that we’re not ready to do it 
emotionally. 

We’ re not quite ready to go beyond 
the limits and the chains put on us by 
our history in America. 

If you’re Islamic in the US any- 
thing you do is going to get you 
thrown into jail. Because of this most 
everyday Muslims stayed away from 
the peace movement. 

Most black Christians stayed away 
too, mostly because the propaganda 
vilified the Arabic world. It’s also 
partially because we’re really tired of 
fighting and want things to be better. 

One of the things I’m saying in this 
book is that things aren’t going to be 
better unless we make them better. 

America is a deeply racist country. 
Condoleezza Rice and Colin Powell 
don’t represent black Americans. They 
represent Bush. Most black Americans 
wouldn’t even vote for them. 

There is a need for new voices and 
a deep education of people. That’s one 
of the reasons I wrote What Next? 

If someone is looking for new 
ideas or new social theory you 
wouldn’t come to this book. It’s a 
book addressed to day labourers, 
plumbers, chefs. The dialogue I want 
to have is with everyday people. 

I’m into us being together, saying 
this is not right—killing people in Iraq. 


In the book you talk about 

the “enemy”. Who do you see 
as the enemy? 

If you have an embargo against 
Cuba, that’s terrorism. It doesn’t 
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Anti-war protesters in New York in sie 


matter what you think about Cuba or 
Castro. What matters is the actions 
you took. 

If the CIA is plotting with guer- 
rillas for assassinations in South 
America then you and the people 
doing it are terrorists and have to be 
held accountable. 

When Ronald Reagan was presi- 
dent he said, “Why aren’t things the 
way they used to be? We didn’t used 
to have these problems.” 

Of course he was wrong, because 
he was saying everything was OK 
with black people because they didn’t 
make noise, women stayed at home. 

There was a grain of truth in 
what he said. There was a time 
when one salary could buy you a 
car, a house, pay for you eating and, 
if your kid was smart enough, send 
him to college. 

Now we have two salaries and we 
can’t afford that. They have slowly 
taken away the value of our labour. 
We’ ve completely isolated the poor. 

There is a war on the labour force 
in America, and the rest of the world. 
Because the people who own and run 
the media are part of the rich they 
don’t talk to us about it. 


What kind of political action 
do you think people need to 
take? 

We have the power to change the 
world today. All we have to do is go 
out there and get everybody to agree 
that we’re not going to let them do 
this any more. 

Voting, writing to politicians, 
starting to make connections with 
people in other parts of the world and 
discussing with them how they see 
the world—that’s what we need to 
do. 

If we can do it we can really start 
to change things. You could have 
done it in Britain. You could have 
stopped Blair going into the war. It 
was possible to do it. 

There are a lot of young white 
people with black heroes spouting 
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political beliefs. That is very positive. 
There is a very strong movement 
amongst young people in the US, 
people before college age, who are 
thinking the world needs to be 
different. 
I’m hoping they’re going to do 
something. 
Interview by Weyman Bennett and 
Matthew Cookson 


BOOKS 


Here’s aselection of five 
books by Walter Mosley 


What Next? £5 

Analyses the US after the events of 
11 September and calls for black 
people in the US to get involved in 
the peace movement. Special 
edition exclusively available now 
from Bookmarks, in stores from 
September. 


Six Easy Pieces £12 
This is acollection of six short 


stories featuring Easy Rawlins, set 
in 1964. 


Bad Boy Brawly Brown £12 
Published last year, this was the first 
Easy Rawlins novel Walter Mosley 
had written for six years. The 
character is working as a school 
janitor and looking after his family. 


Always Outnumbered, Always 
Outgunned £6.99 

Socrates is the main character in this 
novel, set in the US town of Watts. 
The life of this ex-convict battling 
against poverty and racism is told 
over 14 short stories. 


Workin’ on the Chain Gang: 
Shaking off the Dead Hand of 
History £11.99 

This book was Mosley’s anti- 
capitalist manifesto, published 
three years ago. It is a 100-page plea 
to change the world, and an 
inspiring read. 


All available from Bookmarks 
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BARNSLEY 

The occupation of Iraq: is this 
a new Vietnam? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Barnsley Central 
Library, Shambles St. 

BEDFORD 

s this the best democracy we 
can get? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Lansdowne Rd. 

BIRKENHEAD 

Are the ruling class unbeatable? 
Mon 14 Jul, 7.30pm, Community 
Centre, Christchurch Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM BILLESLEY 

s the US Empire unstoppable? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Warstock 
CommunityCentre, DaisyFarm Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HANDSWORTH 

s racism getting worse? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, StTheresa 
Refugee Centre, Soho Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
What would a socialist society 
100k 
Open University Centre, High St. 
BIRMINGHAM KING'S HEATH 
Can capitalism go on forever? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Dance 
Workshop, MosleyRd. 
BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
Who benefits from Third 
World oppression? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, Muntz St. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Monsoon, Ladypool Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM STIRCHLEY 
What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 

S tirchley Community Centre, 
Pershore Rd. 

BLACKBURN 

Revolution, resistance and the 
Middle East Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Puccino’s, King William St. 
BLACKWOOD 

South America in crisis Mon 
14 Jul, 7.15pm, Miners Institute. 
BOLTON 

Does the movement need 
political parties? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Albert Rooms, Town 
Hall. 


ike? Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 


capitalism. A new society can 
constructed when they collect 


control of that wealth and plan its 


production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up or 
reformed as the established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. It has to be overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 


The structures of the present 
army, police and judiciary can 


taken over and used by the working class. 


BOURNEMOUTH 

Karl Marx: the first anti- 
capitalist? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Boumemouth Centre for 
Community Arts, Havilland Rd, 
Boscombe. 

BRADFORD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 J ul, 7pm, Love Apple 
Cafe, Quebec St. 

BRIGHTON 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Phoenix Cafe, Waterloo Place. 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

The 60th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Thu 17 Jul, 
7pm, Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 
BROADSTAIRS 

Does the movement need 
political parties? Sun 13 Jul, 
3pm, Broadstairs Centre, 
Grosvenor Rd. 

BURY 

Why does sexism sell? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, BuryLibrary. 
CANTERBURY 

s religion the opium of the 
people? Thu 17 Jul, 5.30pm, 
Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
CHESTERFIELD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 J ul, 7.30pm, Market Halls, 
Market Sq. 

COLCHESTER 

What would socialism look like? 
Mon 21 Jul, 8pm, RAD Hall, South 
Way. 

CRAWLEY 

What will a future socialist 
society look like? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Three Bridges 
Community Centre, Gales Place. 
DUDLEY 
Can we beat the 
multinationals? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Claughton 
Community Centre, Blowers Green. 
FAVERSHAM 

Reform or revolution? Mon 14 
Jul, 7.30pm, Anchor, Abbey St. 
GATESHEAD 

What would a future socialist 
society look like? 

Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Trinity Centre. 
HALIFAX 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, YMCA, Crossley St (opp 
town hall). 


HUDDERSFIELD 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism Thu 17 Jul, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 
HULL 

What is Marxism? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.15pm, Avenues 
Adult Education Centre, Park Ave. 
KETTERING 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Sedani, Upper St. 

LEEDS ARMLEY 

Che Guevara Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Interplay Theatre, 
Armley Ridge Rd. 

LEEDS BEESTON 

How British imperialism 
shaped Iraq Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Tunstall Road 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 

Does the media control our 
minds? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre, Laycock 
Place. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 

Is revolution possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Pakistani 
Community Centre. 

LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Delicatessen Cafe, 
Hyde Park Corner. 

LEICESTER 

Can the state be a 
counterweight to globalisation? 
Mon 14 Jul, 7.30pm, Cafe 
Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 

How do ideas change? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.15pm, Collect 
Gallery, Lark Lane. 

LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 
Can workers change the 
world? Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, 
Magnet, Hardman St. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Is racism on the rise in Britain? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.15pm, Wicked 
Foods, Upper Parliament St. 
LUTON 

Why revolution is the only 
solution Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
High Town Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford Rd. 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
How capitalism underdevelops 
Africa Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Saffron Restaurant (bottom of 
Cheetham Hill Rd). 


INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
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oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 


parliament, 
not be 


They grew up under capitalism and are 


designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 


different kind of state—a work 


based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 


used to make propaganda agai 
present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


TU/ college/ school 


We are for real social, economic and 
political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 


To achieve socialism the most militant 


ers’ state 


sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be built by activity in 


the mass organisations of the working class. 


nst the 


We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


Join the socialists 


Phone 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 
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MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Lessons of our history: the 
General Strike of 1926 Thu 17 
ul, 7.30pm, Chorlton Library. 
ANCHESTER HULME 
Resistance and revolution in 
ran Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Hulme 
Centre, Royce Rd. 
MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 24 Jul, 7.30pm, Sultan’s 
Corner Cafe, Stockport Rd. 
MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, J affa 
Restaurant, WilmslowRd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Revolution: how is it possible? 
Wed 16 Jul, 6.30pm, Library. 
MARGATE 
What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Help Centre, Hawley Sq. 

MILTON KEYNES 

Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Meeting Room, 402 
North Row. 

NEATH 

What is capitalism? Thu 24 Jul, 
7.30pm, Mocha Joe's Cafe (nr 
Safeway’s fountain). 
NORTHAMPTON 

Is human nature the cause of 
war and greed? Thu 17 Jul, 
6.45pm, Cafe Msaada, Kettering 
Rd. 

NORWICH 

What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Owen's Cafe Bar, 1 Farmer's Ave. 
NOTTINGHAM CITY CENTRE 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
aman who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Broadway 
Cinema, Broad St. 

NOTTINGHAM MEADOWS 

Do the media control our ideas? 
Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Community 
Centre, Queen's Walk. 

OLDHAM 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Mon21 Jul, 7.30pm, Afro- 
Caribbean Project, Clegg St. 
OXFORD CITY CENTRE 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Mitre, High St. 
OXFORD EAST 

ran: between the ayatollahs 
and America Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, East Oxford Community 
Centre, Cowley Rd. 

PENDLE 

Revolution: is it possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Marmaris, 
Manchester Rd, Nelson. 
PONTEFRACT 

Is human nature responsible 
for war and greed? Wed 30 Jul, 
5pm, Squash Club, Stuart Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 

Britain’s hidden history of 
revolt Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Cafe 
Citrus, Albert Rd. 

PRESTON FRENCHWOOD 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Unity Centre, Shepherd's St. 

ST ALBANS 

Is revolution possible? Mon 14 
Jul, 7.30pm, Trinity Church (cnr 
Victoria St/ Beaconsfield Rd). 
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SHEFFIELD FIRTH PARK 

Is revolution possible? Sun 13 
Jul, 7pm, Clock Tower, Firth Park 
Rd. 

SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Burton Street Project. 
SHEFFIELD HUNTER’S BAR 

s revolution possible? 

Thu 24 Jul, 7.30pm, Trinity United 
Reform Church, Ecclesall Rd. 
SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

s there an alternative to 
capitalism? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Highfield Library, London Rd. 
SHEFFIELD WALKLEY 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Library. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

What would socialism look like? 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Cook House, St 
Mary's St. 

STOKE 

Do the media control our ideas? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Room S2, 
Mellor Building, Staffs University. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 

s revolution possible? Thu 17 
ul, 7.30pm, Sutton Coldfield 
College, Lichfield Rd. 

TELFORD 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 J ul, 7.30pm, Watling 
Community Centre, St Giles Close. 
WALSALL 

Do the media control our ideas? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Talfrey 
Community Centre, Milton Rd. 
WATFORD 

If missiles can cross borders, 
why can’t people? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, New Trades and Labour 
Club, Woodford Rd. 

WIGAN 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Wigan Pier. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Lighthouse 
Cafe, Chubb Building, FriarSt. 
YORK 

Where now for anti- 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 8pm, 
Priory Centre. 


ACTON 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa Tue 15 
Jul, 8pm, West London Trades 
Union Club, High St. 

ANGEL 

Vietnam: when a superpower 
was humbled Tue 15 Jul, 
6.30pm, Sequel Cafe, Upper St. 
BARKING 

GM: Frankenstein foods or 
feeding the world? Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Barking Library. 

BRICK LANE 

Jazz, racism and resistance 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Coffee@Brick Lane. 

BRIXTON 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Dogstar, Coldharbour Lane. 
BROMLEY 

What is Marxism? Mon 14 Jul, 
7pm, United Reform Church, 
Widmore Rd. 


CALEDONIAN ROAD 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Shillybeers, North Rd. 
CAMBERWELL & WALWORTH 
What would socialism look 
like? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Redstar, 319 Camberwell Rd. 
CAMDEN 

Who benefits from Third World 
oppression? Wed 16 Jul, 
6.30pm, Marlina’s Cafe, High St. 
CATFORD 

Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Tue 15 Jul, 7pm, Ciabatta Cafe, 
119 RusheyGreen Rd (opp Cat). 
CLAPHAM & STOCKWELL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Cafe Nile (Stockwell e). 
CLAPTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Gulluoglu 
Bakery, 63 Lower Clapton Rd. 
CLERKENWELL 

Che Guevara: more than just a 
revolutionary icon? Tue 15 Jul, 


6pm, Union Tavern, Grays Inn Rd. 


CRICKLEWOOD & KILBURN 

Is there life after capitalism? 
Wed 16 J ul, 7pm, Cricklewood 
Homeless Concern, Ashford Rd. 
CROYDON 
How do we get a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Spice Cafe. 
DALSTON 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Halkevi 
Centre, Stoke Newington Rd. 
DOLLIS HILL & HARLESDEN 
Revolt and resistance in Latin 
America Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 


Cafe Grafenola, Dudden Hill Lane. 


DULWICH 

Marxism, creativity and art 
Sat 19 Jul, 7.30pm, Goose Green 
Centre (cnr Dulwich Rd/ Addis Rd). 
EALING 

Che Guevara and the politics 
of revolution Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Woodville Rd. 

ELTHAM 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Community Centre, High St. 
ENFIELD 

Can the American left fight 
back against Bush? Wed 16 
Jul, 7.30pm, Edmonton Green 
Leisure Centre, Plevna Rd. 
EUSTON 

Advertising the body: why 
sexism sells Wed 16 Jul, 


6.30pm, Cafe Muse, Museum St. 


FINSBURY PARK 

Is fascism still a threat in the 
21st century? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Gadz Cafe, Clifton Terr. 
GREEN LANES 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Cafe Delices Du J our, 
Green Lanes (cnr Hewitt Rd). 
HAMMERSMITH 
Why does sexism sell? Thu 17 
Jul, 7.30pm, Palenswick House, 
King St. 
HIGHBURY 
Weapons of mass distraction: 
do the media control our 
ideas? Thu 17 Jul, 6.30pm, 
Stingray Cafe, Highbury Park. 


HONOR OAK 

Is revolution possible? Tue 15 
Jul, 7.30pm, Ackroyd Community 
Centre, Ackroyd Rd. 

HOUNSLOW 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 J ul, 7.30pm, Hounslow 
Community Centre, Montague Rd. 
ILFORD 

Weapons of mass deception: 
do the media control our 
ideas? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Noir, York Rd (nr Ilford ==). 
KENTISH TOWN 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Mediterranean Cafe, Kentish 
Town Rd. 

LADBROKE GROVE 

Life after capitalism: what sort 
of world can we have? Tue 15 
Jul, 7.30pm, Green Room, 
Paddington Arts Centre, 
Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 

Che Guevara: who was he? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Hunkarim (cnr 
Lee High Rd/ Marischal Rd). 
LONDON FIELDS 

What would a socialist society 
ook like? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
NEW CROSS 

s revolution possible? Tue 15 
ul, 7.30pm, Moonbow Jake's, 
275 New Cross Rd (New Cross 
Gate ). 

PECKHAM 

f missiles can cross borders, 
why can’t people? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Peckham Library. 
RICHMOND 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism today 

Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, ETNA Centre, 
Rosslyn Rd, East Twickenham. 
SOUTHALL 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Dominion 
Theatre, The Green. 

STREATHAM 

What would a socialist society 
be like? Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd. 

SWISS COTTAGE 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 16] ul, 7pm, Swiss Cottage 
Community Centre, WinchesterRd. 
TOOTING 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Wed 23 Jul, 
7.30pm, Colliers Wood 
Community Centre. 

UXBRIDGE 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, York Rd. 
VICTORIA 

Can there be life without 
capitalism? Tue 15 Jul, 
6.30pm, King’s Arms, 
Buckingham Palace Rd (cnr 
Arlington St). 

WALTHAM STOW 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, Le Petit Cafe, 
Hoe St. 

WOOLWICH 

Life after capitalism: what 
kind of world can we have? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, Friends Cafe, 
Barnard Close (off Powis St). 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 

020 7924 0333 
Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 

020 70532071 


Local SWP East London Nottingham 
07939 951 376 07739 712 432 
Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07971 583 934 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 

020 7053 2153/ 4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.socialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

020 7791 3138 07766 258 329 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 

020 7987 9989 07984 674 582 07739 372 844 07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07903 918 236 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07761 853 925 


0141 2217714 


07734 903 378 


07734 903 378 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 
07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07791 102 291 07947 180 994 
Spark Chesterfield Manchester Waltham Forest 
www.onesolution.org.uk 07881 558 590 07946 413 763 07796 697 271 
07905 998 675 Coventry Merseyside West London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07712 047 873 07952 410 718 07742 002 111 
www.scottishsocialistpartyorg | East Anglia Norwich York 


07961 317117 
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French workers protesting over pension reforms 


Rank and file took the 
ead in France 


Socialists from France and Germany spoke to Socialist Worker about the struggles in 
Europe and the lessons to be learned 


by Denis Godard 
L’etincelle (the Spark), 
Socialist Worker's French 
sister paper 


THE STRIKES in France during 
May and June were amazing. Some 
people have compared them to the 
public sector workers’ strikes of 
December 1995. In many ways 
they were better. 

On 13 May, for example, there 
were at least eight million on strike. 

The feeling, the energy and the 
rank and file organisation were in- 
credible, especially among the 
teachers who were the heart of the 
movement. 

The teachers started fighting 
over the issue of decentralisation in 
education. From the beginning they 
were self organised, with what we 
call AGs (general assemblies), and 
rank and file committees in each 
school. 

Then the issue of the Tory gov- 
ernment’s attack on pensions came 
along, which brought other people 
out and the spirit of the teachers in- 
fected the whole movement. 


On the big demo in Paris on 13 
May it was just incredible. The 
teachers’ contingent was the spirit 
of the anti-capitalist and anti-war 
movements coming into the heart 
of the workers’ struggle. You have 
a young, new generation leading. 

I just stood there watching as 
they jumped up and down, shout- 
ing and running with their home- 
made banners. 

The demos were every few days. 
At the end of every demo in Paris 
there was a coordination—a mass 
assembly of teachers from different 
schools. 

It was completely democratic. 
People went through the crowd at 
the end of the demo announcing 
that an AG would be held in a uni- 
versity nearby and it was open to 
everyone. 

You had assemblies with people 
from over 200 Paris-based schools. 

The same thing was happening 
elsewhere. In Marseilles the com- 
mittees were “inter-professional’— 
not just teachers but involving other 
workers. 

A core of teachers in each school 


German union leaders 


by Werner Halbauer 
Linksruck (Left Turn), 
Socialist Worker's German 
sister paper 


WHAT HAS happened in 
Germany with the end of the 
metal workers’ strikes is of 
real historic importance. 

In the old East Germany 
wages are 70 percent of those 
in the West, and they work 38 
instead of 35 hours. 

The engineering industry in 
the eastis really productive 
and new. All the firms made 
big investments there 
because of the cheaper 
wages. 

Strikes to win 35 hours in 
the east started in the steel 


industry, where they wona 
success with a deal to bring in 
35 hours over the next few 
years. 

But when it came to 
engineering the bosses really 
wanted to stand firm. 

They launched an offensive 
with the government and the 
media attacking the strikers, 
saying they were damaging 
the economy and so on. 

The union leaders inIG 
Metall were just fighting fora 
35-hour week. while the 
employers and politicians 
made the fight political. 

The strike was not popular 
among people in general 
because of the media 
campaign, though if 


were out indefinitely, but as the 
unions called each day of action 
more would come out. 

In some places parents occupied 
the school in support of the teachers. 

There is not a big tradition of 
picket lines in the French working 
class. But this time you had teach- 
ers joining bus workers on picket 
lines and confronting the police! 

There was a huge politicisation. 
The revolutionary left, organisations 
like Lutte Ouvriere and the LCR, 
played an important role. Some 
strikers are looking to them now. 


During a big meeting in Mar- 
seilles, Thibault (the CGT union 
leader) could hardly speak because 
people chanted “General strike! 
General strike!” 

It was a rank and file movement 
on a large scale, involving tens of 
thousands at the core. 

Of course there were limits too. 
The core of the movement was re- 
stricted to teachers and was learn- 
ing for the first time how to 
organise strikes. 

That meant they didn’t know 
how to deal with the union leaders 


trying to control and then restrict 
the movement. The union leaders 
didn’t control the teachers and 
knew if they called a general strike 
it could escape all control. 

It certainly wouldn’t have just 
stayed on the issue of pensions. 

A few days of a general strike 
and a new dynamic would have 
been unleashed. 

This terrified the union leaders, 
and they were determined to stop it. 

Among many groups the union 
bureaucracy had enough strength to 
hold back workers. After 13 May 


Struggle has changed our ideas 


THE government hasn’t retreated, 
but there isn’t a feeling that the 
struggle has been defeated. 

We have learned a huge amount. 
We have learned to organise our- 
selves in strike committees, through 
mass meetings. 

We have learned to spread strug- 
gles to other workers. We have had 
joint pickets with tax workers, dis- 
rupted postal depots with postal 


workers and blocked rail lines with 
rail workers! 

We have learned politics. And we 
have learned that those we are fight- 
ing are dangerous, that they have 
the media and the police to lull us to 
sleep, to intimidate us, to divide us. 

It’s not just a question of fight- 
ing to keep the social rights we 
have, but going further to develop 
a struggle for an egalitarian and 


democratic society. 

The ideas of my colleagues have 
changed. The issue of pensions and 
centralisation in education have 
become the basis for wider discus- 
sions on what kind of society we 
want. 

Do we have to accept working 
all our lives just to make profits for 
the bosses?” 


Leila Soula teacher 


Picture: Duncan Brown 


you had the CGT sending teams 
workplace to workplace on the rail 
telling people not to come out on 
indefinite strike. 

The rank and file, despite all its 
impressive qualities, didn’t have 
enough of a structured organisation 
to be able to offer the whole move- 
ment an alternative leadership to 
the union leaders. 

That’s why the government was 
able to push through its pension 
plans. In some ways this is a defeat, 
as the plans are really horrible. 

But the people active in the 
strikes don’t feel it is a defeat. 
There is a big sense of generalisa- 
tion—a feeling that this is part of a 
wider assault by the government 
that we are fighting. 

We may have suffered a setback 
in this particular battle, but the war 
continues and new battles are likely 
very soon, which this movement has 
shown we have the strength to win. 

The feeling is much more “we’ ll 
be back” after the summer. I don’t 
know what will happen, but the 
government is frightened, and it is 
right to be! 


were frightened of winning these strikes 


arguments were put people 
could be won to support it. 

But among the strikers the 
fight was really solid and very 
effective. 

You had about 10,000 
people out and their action 
cut off supplies to key car 
plants, for example, across 
Germany and across Europe. 

The media and some on the 
right wing of the unions 
claimed the strikers were split 
and the strike was weakening. 
This just wasn’t true. 

The problem was the union 
leaders, including the more 
left wing ones, didn’t respond 
to the political offensive. 

You also have the fight over 
Agenda 2010, which 


Schroeder’s Social Democrat 
(Labour) governmentis 
pushing. This is the biggest 
social and welfare cuts 
package we have ever seen in 
Germany. 

What happened was that all 
the main union leaders 
(including Zwickel, who 
heads IG Metall) met with 
Schroeder. 

They simply agreed to give 
up resistance over Agenda 
2010. 

Then the very next day 
Zwickel went to the press and 
just called off the engineering 
strike, without any debate or 
discussion. 

Then the following day the 
head of the giant Verdi public 


sector workers’ union madea 
deal in Berlin which will cut 
public sector workers’ wages, 
again with no discussion or 
voting. 

The decision to end the 
strike was political, anditisa 
serious defeat which will 
make things difficult. 

Schroeder basically said 
that if the unions fought and 
won on Agenda 2010 then his 
government would fall. 

That’s why the union 
leaders backed off. They were 
frightened of winning! 

They weren’t prepared to 
politically confront Schroeder 
head on. 

But itis important to 
understand the feeling on the 


ground. Most strikers are 
bitter and see they have been 
betrayed, but that is not 
demoralisation. 

There is now alot of 
debate—you have the anti- 
capitalist movement, the 
battles over welfare cuts 
which will take place, plus 
new issues which are coming 
up. 
And, of course, we have the 
anti-war movement which 
was amazing here in 
Germany. 

The experience is that we 
can fight and be effective, but 
we have been betrayed. 

Itis nota defeat like the 
miners in Britain in 1984. 
There will be new fights. 
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ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


TGWU 


Assistants 
get support 


OME 30 parents and teachers 
ttended a meeting at More- 
and Primary School in Isling- 
on, north London, last week to 
rotest against cuts. 

Moreland is one of ten 
chools in Islington with a 
udget shortfall. 

That is leading to bigger 
lasses, the scrapping of 1.8 
eaching posts and redundan- 
ies for two teaching assistants. 

The meeting was addressed 
y John Bangs, assistant general 
ecretary of the NUT teachers’ 
nion, a parent governor and the 
wo assistants. 


DSEi and Tattoo 
face protests 


ROTESTS ARE planned for 

wo of the world’s biggest 
rms fairs, which are taking 
lace in Britain this month and 
n September. 

The Royal International Air 
attoo this month is a major 
howcase for the Western 
owers to flaunt their prowess 
nd for arms companies to ad- 
ertise their wares. 

DSEi is taking place in 
ondon in September. 

It is sponsored by the 
ritish government and will 
lay host to a range of coun- 

ries, including many on 
mnesty International’s list of 
uman rights abusers. 
Demonstrate at Fairford 
Air Tattoo, Saturday 19 
July, 12 noon, Fairford High 
Street—go to www. fairford 
peacewatch.com for 
details. 
Protests against DSEi in 
London from Saturday 6 
September to Wednesday 
10 September—go to 
www.dsei.org for details. 


Barnet says no 
to housing plan 


NTI-PRIVATISATION cam- 
aigners and tenants held a 
rotest on Wednesday of last 
eek on the Graham Park 
state in north west London. 
Over 100 people demon- 
trated against plans to demol- 
sh some houses and flats. 
They were also protesting to 
top the transfer of stock to the 
rivate sector. 
This is being done under the 
retext of “regeneration”. 


A clear sign to 
New Labour 


OME 2,000 people marched 
n London on Saturday of last 

eek for the legal recogni- 
ion of British Sign Language 
BSL). 

Pressure from deaf people 
as forced the government to 
ay it recognises BSL as an of- 
icial language in Britain. 

But this recognition has no 
egal status and is little more 
han a gesture. 

The protest is part of the 
truggle of disabled people for 
ull civil rights which New 

abour, despite previous prom- 
ses, has failed to deliver. 
STEVE WEST 


No basis for 
US bases 


EOPLE REALLY made an 
ffort for the demonstration 
gainst the US base at Men- 
ith Hill. 

Mark Thomas was a star 
ith his witty barrage of polit- 

cal comedy. 

About 350 went on the 
arch around the facility. Live 
usic followed. 

It was a really good day of 
etting the US and British gov- 
rnments know that we will 
ot let America control the 

orld and control space. 
PAT 


A warning to 
the gaffers 


THE CONFERENCE of the TGWU 
manual workers’ union in Brighton 
last week provided further evidence 
of the shift to the left amongst rank 
and file trade unionists. 

Many delegates spoke about the reality 
of their working lives (see page 7). 

Almost every motion at the biannual con- 
ference was critical of New Labour, whether it 
was foundation hospitals, privatisation, the 
war, anti trade union laws or low pay. 

It took place in the wake of the election of 
left winger Tony Woodley as the union’s gen- 
eral secretary. 

Woodley, and the rest of the union’s leader- 
ship, had no choice but to articulate the angry 
mood. He criticised the previous union lead- 
ership under Sir Bill Morris. 

“We’re seen as being too close to the gaffers,” 
said Woodley. “How many times have I heard 
people say, ‘Why are you forcing us to have 
more ballots when we have said no to a pay 
offer?’ We have to stop finding ways to make 
people vote to accept deals in ballots. 

“Tt is an illusion to say that if we pull our 
socks up the employers will be nice—I have 
never met a generous employer.” 

There was a debate about the union’s polit- 
ical links with Labour. 

Woodley combined a passionate denuncia- 
tion of New Labour with an argument that the 
left must reclaim the party, not look to left 
wing alternatives. 

The conference voted to review the union’s 
links to the Labour Party and to hold some 91 


In a debate over the war on Iraq delegate 
Jen Douglas said, “Where will be next—Iran, 
Colombia, Cuba? The US has no road map or 
world map, just a map for profits. 

“When I went on the big anti-war rally I 
saw a placard saying ‘War is terrorism with a 
bigger budget’.” 

Isobel Cassidy added, “I work for Nobel’s 
explosives, now part of ICI. 

“We just used to produce dynamite. Now 
we produce safety airbags for cars, which 
shows our kind of work can be diversified. 

“We use some of the same machines as Tate 
& Lyle, and we would much rather be produc- 
ing marzipan than weapons.” 

The conference agreed to work more 
closely with the Stop the War Coalition. 

One group of workers delighted with the new 
mood in the union are the 23 workers sacked for 
striking against poverty pay at Belfast airport. 

The workers earned as little as £4.75 an 
hour without overtime or holiday pay when 
they went on strike in May 2002. 

The strike was repudiated by the union, and 
23 workers including shop stewards Madan 
Gupta and Gordon McNeill were sacked. 
Woodley has taken up their cause. 

Gordon told Socialist Worker, “It has taken 
us 13 months to get this far. 

“We call Bill Morris ‘Bill Sir Lie-a-lot’. 
Now we are planning to renew our pickets and 
are talking to the CWU and FBU about re- 
specting our picket lines.” 

JUDY COX 
Donations and messages of support to 


TGWU-sponsored MPs more accountable to 


union policies. 


BT1 2DL. 


ICTS Appeal Fund, a/c no 71921069, 
Transport House, 102 High Street, Belfast 
L 


‘BNP area threat to all of us’ 


THE UNION held a very seri- 
ous debate about opposing the 
British National Party and 
racism against asylum seekers. 

Theresa MacKay said, “We 
should not use language that 
criminalises any workers as 
illegal. 

“At the Bernard Matthews 
factory near me there was 
some xenophobia. But when 
the migrant workers started 
joining the union it really 
began to break down.” 

Steve Leniec said, “The 
Labour government is afraid of 


Electricians 


“WE’ VE BEEN on the picket 
line for eight weeks and soli- 
darity has kept us going.” 

Those were the words of 
Steve Acheson, one of the 11 
sacked electricians on the 
Piccadilly Gardens site in 
Manchester. 

The electricians faced late 
payment of wages and brea- 
ches in health and safety. 
Labourers were brought on 
site, some on £5 an hour, and 
forced to do electrical duties. 

The workers were em- 
ployed by a subcontractor, 
DAF Electrical. They de- 
manded to be employed by 
the site’s main contactor, 
Crown House. It conceded, 
but a week later it announced 
redundancies. 

The company claimed it 
had spoken to the Amicus 
union about the redundan- 
cies. But the workers chose to 
be members of the TGWU 
union. The company says it 
will only recognise Amicus. 

When the workers walked 
out the company sacked them 
for taking unofficial action. 

Steve says, ‘““We’re outside 
the site every day and are 
getting loads of support.” 
mPhone messages of 
support to 07813 456 831. 


the Daily Mail leader writers 
and pander to the lowest com- 
mon denominator. 

“Vouchers, detention cen- 
tres, camps in Albania—not in 
my name, Mr Blunkett. 

“We must recruit and organ- 
ise exploited workers, wher- 
ever they come from.” 

Ken Farrington, a bus driver 
from Huddersfield, said, “I 
have been in the garage for 30 
years. 

“Forty percent of the work- 
force were born outside Bri- 
tain, in Jamaica, Grenada, 


Barbados, Pakistan, Bangla- 
desh and France. 

“The BNP and the racists 
are a common threat to all of 
us because I don’t want any- 
thing to ruin the harmony that 
exists in my workplace”. 

Another delegate said, “I 
encountered the BNP for the 
first time when they stood in 
Bristol in the last elections, 
and it was very unpleasant. 

“We must stand full square 
behind the RMT’s decision to 
kick the racists out of our 
unions.” 


Some 100 workers at the DUCO pipe factory in Newcastle struck last week over pay 


Anger in Camden 


“THE TESTS have got to go. 
I would be personally willing 
for my children not to do 
them.” 

That’s what headteacher 
Angie Tate told a packed 
meeting in Camden, north 
London, last week. 

It was organised by the 
National Union of Teachers 
(NUT) to oppose SATs. 

Angie Tate is head of Tor- 
riano Infants School and a 
member of the moderate Na- 
tional Association of Head 
Teachers. 

Dozens of parents, teachers 


Labour left meeting 


THE INCREASING anger 
among Labour Party members 
at Tony Blair saw some 400 
people gather at a conference on 
Saturday organised by the 
Labour left. 

The bulk of those at the 
“Save Our Party” conference, 
called by the Socialist Cam- 
paign Group of MPs, have spent 
many years inside the Labour 
Party. 

John McDonnell MP spoke 
of “the level of discontent, dis- 
illusion and lack of trust in the 
New Labour leadership.” 

Any speaker who attacked 
Blair over the war was inter- 
rupted with loud applause. 

The conference was about 
how to “reclaim the Labour 
Party”. The strategy centres on 
the new left trade union leaders. 

As Alan Simpson MP said, 
“The rebirth of the party has 
to come out of the trade 
unions. Every time the grass- 
roots make a stand they get 
picked off by the executive. 

“The new generation of trade 
union leaders are not afraid to 
make a stand.” 

The TGWU’s Tony Wood- 
ley, Kevin Curran of the GMB, 
Billy Hayes of the CWU, 
Jeremy Dear of the NUJ, Joe 
Marino of the bakers’ union and 


Barry Camfield, the TGWU as- 
sistant general secretary all 
spoke from the platform. 

Kevin Curran said, “This is a 
centre-right government. The 
only message of ‘It’s New 
Labour or the Tories’ is a bank- 
rupt message.” 

But Woodley said, “It’s not 
about walking away from the 
party—it’s about staying in.” 

However, the conference 
could not ignore the landmark 
decision by the members of the 
rail workers’ RMT union to 
allow support for socialists who 
are not inside the Labour Party. 

RMT leader Bob Crow 
spoke at Saturday’s conference. 

He confirmed that the RMT’s 
vote allowed for supporting left 
MPs like Jeremy Corbyn and 
Diane Abbott. 

“But we’ ve got problems,” 
he went on. “Tell my members 
why they should vote for a 
Labour government when they 
go on strike over safety and the 
government is backing the train 
companies.” 

Far from being shunned by 
the audience, Bob Crow got a 
good round of applause. 

Woodley and Curran also ad- 
mitted that T@WU and GMB 
members had voted for a review 
of their unions’ relationship 


with Labour. 

John McAllion, a Labour 
MSP, said, “In Scotland the 
Scottish Socialist Party and 
Greens did very well. We 
should be concerned about that 
vote.” For every four Labour 
voters there was one SSP voter. 

George Galloway, facing 
expulsion from Labour for 
his anti-war views, received a 
standing ovation from the 
Labour Party members. 

The conference showed that 
members’ commitment to 
Labour is being put under in- 
creasing strain by the govern- 
ment they fought to get elected. 

For all the talk of “reclaiming 
Labour’, the proposals put for- 
ward were very limited. They 
included trying to get constitu- 
tional changes to increase 
democracy inside New Labour, 
and for MPs to have more con- 
trol over the cabinet. 

But it also showed the 
weakness of the Labour 
left—a generally old group of 
activists in smaller numbers 
than in previous periods. 

The strategy of “reclaiming 
Labour” is not the only game in 
town, as shown by the left chal- 
lenge of the Scottish Socialist 
Party and the Socialist Alliance. 
HELEN SHOOTER 


and governors spoke of how 
creativity and many subjects 
on the curriculum have been 
pushed aside to make way for 
the tests. 

The chair of school gover- 
nors in Camden, Dorothea 
Hickman, said: 

“Teachers are under pres- 
sure to train the children to 
pass tests rather than edu- 
cate them. 

“SATs are a measure of 
test training instead of well 
rounded education.” 

Camden NUT secretary 
Kevin Courtney said, ‘““We 
are building a wide coalition. 
This is the time to take a 
stand and stop these damag- 
ing tests.” 

The meeting follows a con- 
ference last month which 
launched the national Anti- 
SATs Alliance. 

The NUT will be balloting 
in the autumn on a boycott of 
next year’s tests. 


Diary sas | 
ng 
vevents 


Friday 11 July 

@Walter Mosley speaks 
on the US after 11 
September in his only 
bookshop event during a 
visit to Britain—6pm, 
Bookmarks bookshop, 1 
Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1. Phone 020 
7637 1848 or e-mail 
events@bookmarks.uk. 
com to reserve your free 
place. 


Saturday 12 July 
@Manchester’s “Wall 
Down’ protest in solidarity 
with the Palestinians, from 
2pm, Albert Square. 


Car workers 


WORKERS AT the Peugeot 
car plant in Ryton, Coventry, 
have been told they have to 
accept a pay cut or face sweep- 
ing job cuts. 

The workers, members of 
the Amicus and TGWU unions, 
are being balloted over whether 
to take a drop in wages or see 
the plant’s night shift cut and 
hundreds of jobs lost. 

The union officials agreed 
to the company-run ballot and 
have recommended accep- 
tance of cuts. 

The workers are angry, but 
without a lead from the unions 
they could end up thinking 
there is no alternative to this 
rotten deal. 


WORKERS AT the Aston 
Martin plants in Newport 
Pagnall in Buckinghamshire 
and Bloxham, near Banbury 
in Oxfordshire, are being 
balloted for a strike over 
working practices. 

The dispute is over the 
company’s demands for “‘flex- 
ible working”. 


Monday 14 July 

@ Support the refugee 
defendants in the Yarls 
Wood trial, 9am, Harrow 
Crown court, Hailsham 
Drive, Harrow. 


Saturday 19 July 

@ Respect—anti-racist 
festival, 12 noon-8.30pm, 
Dome, Greenwich, London. 
Called by TUC and NAAR. 


Tuesday 22 July 
@Boycott Coca-Cola 
international day of action, 
called by Colombian 
Sinaltrainal union, backed 
by World Social Forum. 

@ Broxbourne Against 
Racism protest against the 
BNP councillor at the full 
council meeting, 7pm, 
Churchgate, Cheshunt. 


Saturday 30 August 
@Love Music Hate Racism 
festival in Whitstable, from 
11am, Tankerton Slopes. 
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PCS union 


Left sweeps board, 
democracy returns 


PCS CIVIL servants’ union 
members were celebrating a 
historic victory for democ- 
racy as their union confer- 
ence began on Tuesday of 
this week. 

The Democracy slate of the 
ocialist Left Unity group and 
he centre-left PCS Democrats 
wept the national executive 
lections last week. It won 34 of 
3 positions. 

Left Unity members now make 
p a majority on the executive, 

ith 25 seats. 

Members have rejected the so 
alled Moderates, who blocked 
onference policies and never in- 
roduced a policy that furthered 
he members’ interests. 

As Janice Godrich, re-elected 
CS president, told Socialist 

orker, ‘““This is a fantastic result. 
want to thank all the branches 


and members who put in hard 
work. 

“It is a clear judgement on the 
Moderates and those who put their 
interests over the members. The 
members have spoken twice—in 
the ballot for annual conferences 
and elections, and now with this 
result. 

“T see this as the start of a 
process. We have delivered an ex- 
ecutive committed to fight on pay, 
pensions and privatisation. 

“The hard work starts now to 
deliver real improvements to 
members’ lives. 

“This result was delivered by 
people coming together and unit- 
ing. We need the same attitude to 
being the leadership in the union.” 

These results are part of a trend. 
Rank and file members in all 
unions want their leadership to 
challenge New Labour. 


Many Left Unity candidates 
mentioned their opposition to the 
war on Iraq, racism, top-up fees in 
universities and all New Labour’s 
attacks on working people. 

The government is going on the 
offensive. 


Mandate 


It wants to increase the age that 
civil servants can retire on full 
pensions from 60 to 65. 

People are livid about this. They 
feel robbed. 

New Labour has announced the 
privatisation of the Department of 
Work and Pensions file stores. 

The Inland Revenue is in chaos 
because of Gordon Brown’s 
botched introduction of tax credits. 

Civil servants in administra- 
tion grades are very badly paid. 
In many parts of the country 


management cannot recruit. 

There is a huge disparity of pay 
between different departments. 

The mandate for the left is to 
relate to all these issues, eradicate 
low pay and resist individual per- 
formance related pay. 

The union needs to fight for na- 
tional pay bargaining. It could 
ballot the members to take strike 
action over the attacks on our pen- 
sion rights. 

A key test will be the response 
to an overdue pay offer in the 
biggest department, the Depart- 
ment of Work and Pensions. 

This victory means we can turn 
the PCS into a proper fighting 
union that listens to its members, 
builds struggle and organisation 
that challenges the government. 
SUE BOND, PCS vice-president 
and MARTIN JOHN, PCS 
national executive member 


London weighting 


Imperial Home Decor 


THE AREA of Darwen in 
Lancashire has been devas- 
tated by the announcement of 
177 job losses at the Imperial 
Home Decor Group (IHDG). 

On Tuesday of last week 
the workers were assembled 
and individually picked out 
for redundancy. 

Senior shop steward Adrian 
Taylor said, “Loyal workers 
who have suffered redundancy 
after redundancy have been 
treated like crap. 

“This company has been 
making money but they told us 
it wasn’t.” 

The company, which said it 
was in financial trouble, 
brought in the receivers, who 
carried out the job of sacking 
people on a mass scale. 


The workers were told they 
would get no redundancy pay. 

Even pensions will be frozen. 
Some workers had over 30 
years service with the company 
but this counted for nothing. 

The job losses can create a 
breeding ground for the British 
National Party. It’s relatively 
close to Mill Hill where there 
is a BNP councillor. 

A demonstration against the 
job losses is being organised 
for next week. As Adrian 
stated, “We have got to show 
the company that we will not 
be treated in this way.” 

ALAN McSHANE 

mSend messages of 
support to GPMU House, 18 
Tontine Street, Blackburn, 
Lancashire BB1 7ED. 


Final salary pensions 


THE THREAT of strike 
action by bus workers on 
Wiltshire and Dorset buses 
has forced the company to 
withdraw its plan to shut the 
final salary pension scheme. 

The 460 workers, mem- 
bers of the RMT union, were 
due to strike last month. 

The workers will keep the 
final salary pension scheme 
and their contributions will 
increase by 1 percent toa 
total of 6 percent. 

The company’s contribu- 
tion to the scheme is 10.5 
percent. 


1,500 council workers 
start four-week strike 
in fight for living wage 


WE ARE out because we are 
ow paid and we deserve more.” 
That was the simple mes- 
age from pickets at Old 
alace School in Tower Ham- 
ets, east London, last week. 

They and hundreds more 
taff employed by local coun- 
ils across London were out on 
trike all week as part of the 
ight to win a decent London 
eighting allowance. 

For over a year now they 
ave been fighting against the 
ew Labour dominated coun- 
il employers. 

The workers have staged 
everal London-wide strike 
ays and are now mounting a 
ampaign in which selected 
roups in each borough come 
ut for a week at a time. 

Next week sees the fight 
tepped up further, with 1,500 

orkers in 22 London bor- 
ughs striking for four weeks, 
rom 14 July to 8 August. 

Despite the drawn-out 
ight there was no sign of 
attle fatigue among the low 
aid workers in schools like 

Id Palace. 

Rather the picket line was 
ively, spirited and determined. 

“We take home less than 
800 for a full working month,” 
aid Vera Babbington, a teach- 
ng assistant. “We do a respon- 
ible job which we enjoy and 
e deserve more than we get.” 


Many of the strikers re- 
ferred to the day earlier in the 
dispute when council workers, 
schools staff and teachers all 
struck over their common 
London weighting fight. 

“The best thing was when 
we were all out together,” said 
Vera. “It is the best way to 
have much more impact.” 

School support staff were 
also out in Haringey, north 
London, last week. 

On Monday 90 Unison 
members at Fortismere, Seven 
Sisters and Nightingale schools 
braved the rain to picket their 
workplaces before attending a 
rally at a local church hall. 

Lisa Striebig, Unison shop 
steward at Fortismere, ex- 
plained how she is building the 
union at the school: 

“T asked the branch chair to 
come in, and we just walked 
about talking to everybody we 
could find. Then I followed up 
by going round and signing 
people up one by one.” 

On Friday a van with a very 
unfriendly driver full of SATs 
results was turned away by de- 
termined picketing. 

PAUL BURNHAM and 
PAUL McGARR 

MMass lobby of London 
council employers, 9am, 
Wednesday 16 July, corner 
of Southwark Street and 
Southwark Bridge Road. 


Globalise Resistance 


has booked a Eurostar train from Waterloo in 
(ecaltgc) melee (e)amtom =e) acwmce)mt als) 


European Social Forum 


Itleaves on 
Wednesday 2 
November and 
returns on Sunday 16 
November. 

To book your place 


(efoto) 
www.mobilise.org.uk 
ola o)are)at) 

020 7053 2072 


Tickets cost £80 


Picket line at Old Palace School, east London, last week 


Postal workers 


OVER 30,000 postal wor- 
kers are set to hold an offi- 
cial ballot for strikes over 
London weighting. 

The decision follows a 
meeting of London delegates 
of the CWU union in central 
London last week. 

They voted unanimously 
to ballot their members fol- 
lowing management’s pa- 
thetic offer of a £100 per 
year increase to the London 
weighting allowance. 

The union’s claim is for an 
increase of more than £1,200 
for inner London and over 
£2,000 for outer London. 

In May London postal wor- 
kers voted by 99.5 percent 
for action over weighting in 
an unofficial ballot. 

The latest developments 
mean that the vote may be 


turned into strikes. 

Norman Candy, the CWU 
London divisional represen- 
tative, told Socialist Worker, 
“Our members are outraged 
at this derisory and insult- 
ing offer from Royal Mail. 
We wanted to have weight- 
ing addressed properly to 
take account of the soaring 
costs of living in London. 

“We didn’t want it to rise 
just by the amount of the 
overall pay deal. 

“Now we’ve got an offer 
which may be even less than 
the national pay deal! 

“A strike now looks in- 
evitable. We asked for parity 
with workers in the rest of 
the country and we’ve been 
offered less than £2 per 
week. 

“The Post Office chair- 


man, Allan Leighton, has 
just awarded himself a 
£165,000 bonus for working 
a two-day week. 

“Adam Crozier, the chief 
executive, got £144,000 for 
two months work and even 
the ex chief executive got a 
£510,000 golden goodbye. 

“We get low pay and re- 
dundancies and they get a 
fat pay cheque. Londoners 
can recognise a ‘three-card 
trick’ when they see one.” 

It is vital that the union’s 
executive gives the go- 
ahead for the ballot and 
throws the whole resources 
of the union behind it. 

If London workers win a 
victory over weighting it will 
be a great boost for every 
postal worker in the battle 
for decent pay. 


Universities 


THE UNITED campaign by 
university workers for a rise in 
their London allowance to 
£4,000 is under way again. 

This follows a U-turn by the 
leadership of the AUT lectur- 
ers’ union, which has spent the 
past few months arguing that 
the issue should be resolved by 
local negotiations. 

This has proved a complete 
non-starter. At King’s College 
London it produced an insult- 
ing offer. 

There is now to be a ballot 
for a two-day strike involving 
all campus unions in the pre- 
1992 universities. 

For lecturers this will mean 
working to ensure a yes vote 
and then building for action 
when the registration period 
opens in September. 

JIM WOLFREYS 


OVER 600 workers at 
Rhodia chemicals in the north 
west of England have voted 
to strike to keep their final 
salary scheme open to new 
members. 

GMB union members at the 
two Oldbury sites voted 70.7 
percent for strikes industrial 
action and 95.5 percent at the 
Widnes site. 

The Amicus workers at all 
three sites also voted to strike. 

Rhodia has cut its contribu- 
tion to the pension scheme 
from 18 percent of wages to 14 
percent for the last three years. 


Buses 


SEVEN HUNDRED Stage- 
coach bus drivers in Exeter and 
east Devon struck on Tuesday 
of this week after a 93 percent 
vote for action over pay. 

The drivers, who are almost 
all members of the RMT 
union, are currently on be- 
tween £5.50 and £5.93 an hour 
for a 41-hour week. They are 
calling for a minimum £6.50 
an hour and a one-hour reduc- 
tion in the working week. 

This is the first strike by bus 
drivers in Exeter for 30 years. 
FRAN CHOULES 


SOME 80 trade unionists from 
Natfhe, Unison, PCS, FBU, 
Usdaw and Amicus marched 
with their banners in Man- 
chester last Saturday. 

The march was over the bul- 
lying of staff at the Mancat 
college. One department with 
20 posts has seen 35 pass 
through it in two years. 

The management made an 
unsuccessful attempt to dismiss 
the branch secretary last year. 

Now the college has de- 
clared compulsory redundan- 
cies in the trade union 
education unit, which in- 
cludes a number of union 
branch activists. 

GEOFF BROWN 


SHEFFIELD: More than 300 
people attended a public rally 
with George Galloway last 
week, called by Sheffield Stop 
the War Coalition and supported 
by Sheffield trades council 
amongst others. 

PHIL TURNER 


NOTTINGHAM: Over 200 
people packed out the Com- 
fort Hotel in Nottingham to 
hear George Galloway speak 
at a Stop the War meeting on 
Wednesday of last week. 

What was refreshing was 
the number of new faces. 

These people expressed 
their anger at the war in Iraq 
and an interest in getting in- 
volved in the coalition. 
DAWN MONTIEL 
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‘We stayed 
on stnke till 
we won 


“WE FOUGHT for our principles and we’re 


overjoyed!” 


Isabel and Sophia were celebrating on Friday of last 
week in Tower Hamlets, east London. 

They and over 100 other nursery workers had just 
heard of their stunning victory—one that should be a 
model and a lesson for every trade unionist. 


Three weeks of all-out 
indefinite strike had hum- 
bled the New Labour coun- 
cil and forced it to retreat on 
all the key issues at the 
centre of the fight. 

“Tt should have a domino 
effect. We’ve set a prece- 
dent,” said Sophia and Isabel. 
“Tt should be an example for 
others. It should be publicised 
everywhere.” 

The council wanted to 
change the nursery workers’ 
contracts from all year round 
to term time only. 

The move was seen as a 
deep insult by the workers, 
who felt their important work 
was not being valued. The 
council has now completely 
dropped the demand. 

The workers will also see 
their pay rise by up to £4,459 
compared to what they get 
now, from a maximum of 
£16,400 to a top rate of 
£20,859 a year. 

Much of the rise had 
been promised under regrad- 
ing, which the council had 
tied to the term time only 
contracts. 

But the final deal will 
mean most nursery workers 
will get significantly more 
than the council was offering 
before the strike. 

There are still some details 


by JOHN 
McLOUGHLIN 
and PAUL McGARR 


to be resolved, but the nurs- 
ery workers went back to 
work on Monday having won 
a smashing victory. 

The spirit and determina- 
tion of the strikers won that 
victory. 

Instead of one-day stop- 
pages, the workers went for 
all-out indefinite action from 
the start, striking until they 
won. 

As Marian from Culloden 
school nursery put it, “One- 
day strikes don’t have enough 
impact. This all-out action is 
much more effective.” 

“To win we need to cause 
a rattle,” argued Shaheda 
from Manorfields nursery— 
and they did just that! 

The workers organised 
and ran the strike them- 
selves, and did it with real 
imagination and energy. 

They had pickets at the 
dozens of nurseries involved 
and set up their own strike 
committee. 

They held regular mass 
meetings, lobbied head teach- 
ers’ meetings, and protested 
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Celebrating in Tower Hamlets last week 


at the town hall and council 
meetings. 

They went out to win soli- 
darity, including from parents. 
Many joined their pickets and 
protests. 

They were backed to the 
hilt by their local Unison 
union branch too, and won 
support from other trade 
unionists in the borough. 


The strike was a model in 
other ways too. 

The mainly young, and 
overwhelmingly women 
workers reflected the multira- 
cial mix of the area. The 
picket lines and protests saw 
white, Bengali and Somali 
united as workers in their 
common struggle. 

The strikers’ leaflets ad- 


dressed to parents were multi- 
lingual too. 

The strike will have other 
long term results. 

“We’re much more united 
now we know each other,” 
says Joanne from the Alice 
Model nursery. “We didn’t 
use to know the nursery up 
the road. And we’re going to 
keep united.” 


Picture: John McLoughlin 


The most important lesson 
of all was that spelled out by 
Jayne, another nursery nurse: 
“It’s important that the little 
people stand up for what they 
believe in. 

“We’ve all stuck together 
and united to make a stand. 
Singly the little people don’t 
have a voice, but as a mass 
we can make them listen.” 


HOSPITAL WORKERS in 
Bolton were set to be on 
strike again this week 
against one of the NHS’s 
biggest private contractors, 
ISS Mediclean. 

They planned to strike on 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, and another three 
days next week. 

“Speakers from hospitals 
around the north west spoke 
at last week’s strike rally,” re- 
ports Paul Marins. “There 
were also representatives 
from the FBU, NUT, Amicus- 
MSF, Bolton Metro Unison 
and Bolton trades council.” 

That solidarity has 
boosted the 150 low paid 
porters and cleaners at the 
Royal Bolton Hospital. They 
are fighting one of the vi- 
cious contractors that leech 
off the NHS. 

Another such company is 
the multinational Carillion. 

They have offered low paid 
workers in North Lincolnshire 
just £4.75 an hour with an 
added 10p an hour bonus de- 
pendent on performance. 

These workers have been 
taking strike action since 
April to get £5.02 an hour. 

Carillion raked in over 
£50 million in profits last 
year. 

Its fat cat chief executive 
John McDonagh got a 
£141,000 bonus—for sitting 
on his arse. 

Porters, cleaners and 
caterers would have to work 
for 677 years to get that 
under the proposed 10p an 
hour bonus scheme. 


Force 


The Unison union has 
now suspended the North 
Lincolnshire workers’ 
strikes, which cover three 
hospitals in Scunthorpe, 
Grimsby and Goole. 

The workers are meeting 
to discuss Carillion’s offer 
and will vote on it in a two- 
week postal ballot. 

Further, harder hitting 
strike action could force this 
mean-spirited multinational 
to pay up more. 

Other workers have 
forced the privateers to pay 
at least £5 an hour and 
sometimes more. These in- 
clude disputes in Glasgow, 
east London and elsewhere. 

A further dispute over low 
pay has been taking place at 
Whipps Cross hospital in east 
London. 

Over 300 workers were 
due to strike on Thursday 
and Friday of this week. The 
ISS Mediclean bosses had 
called union reps into a 
meeting to consider a new 
offer as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

There is a mood of anger 
against low pay and privati- 
sation in hospitals and NHS 
workplaces around Britain. 

Now solidarity needs to 
be stepped up to ensure that 
anger is not thrown away. 
HNorth Lincolnshire: c/o J 
Koper, 44 Cliff Gardens, 
Scunthorpe DN15. Cheques 
payable to Scunthorpe Health 
Branch Hardship Fund. 

H Whipps Cross: Unison 
Office, Whipps Cross Hos- 
ae Leytonstone, London 


Bolton: Bolton Unison 
Health Fund, Royal Bolton 
Hospital, Bolton BL4 OJR. 
Cheques payable to Unison 
Strike Fund RBH. 
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